21/ 06/ 2003

Full confidence nation will continue to prosper under new | eadership

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Gving their full endorsenent of the country's
econonmi ¢ policies under Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mhamad

del egates to the Umo 54th general assenbly today expressed confidence the
country will continue to grow and prosper under the |eadership of his
successor.

They said Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, who is taking over the
country's | eadership after Dr Mahathir steps down in COctober, would
continue with the policies which had proven successful

One such exanple was the growh with equity programe, the back-bone of
the New Econonic Policy, which had managed to stinulate the econony and
chanpi oned the interests of |ess fortunate groups.

From the inplenentati on of such policies, Milaysia has energed as a
nodel country.

Debating a motion on econony, the del egates enphasi sed Abdul | ah needed
the support of all not because he was chosen by the Prine Mnister, but as
a continuation of Dr Mahathir's |egacy.

They wanted various progranmes and schenes to be continued and inproved
with special attention given to inproving the ot of the Buniputera

Unani nous in their stance, the party nenbers stressed the inportance of
Umo to continue playing the leading role in all fields, especially in
bri ngi ng devel opnent to rural areas.

Taking a swipe at their arch-rival, Pas, delegates said the econony
would be in ruins if the party was given the chance to nanage it, a grim
rem nder to the electorate on the danger of giving their votes to the
Opposi tion.

A Perlis delegate, praising Dr Mahathir for his sound econom c vision,
recounted how the Prine Mnister had hel ped change the life-style and
econom ¢ standing of people in rural areas.

"Some children now do not even know what a kerbau (buffalo) is. They
have also not seen in their life a tenggala (a wooden contraption used to
pl ough the land) or gerek (bhicycle).

"Mre interesting, even the children of rubber tappers do not know the
exi stence of mesin getah (rubber sheet rollers).”

Al'l these changes, he said, were the result of Umo's struggle.

Today's proceedings started with five nore speakers debating the notion
of thanks on the presidential address.

They were Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, Perak Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali, Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Ghani
O hman, Federal Territory Umo chief Tengku Datuk Adnan Tengku Mansor and
Umo Overseas Club representative Jumiyati |snmail

It followed the notion on econony tabled by Wanita representative Raja
Ropi aah Raj a Abdul | ah and seconded by Kelantan representative and state
Umo treasurer Datuk Dr Awang Adek Hussin.

On the political front, nany del egates and observers felt Dr Mahathir
could sleep and rest easy as his earlier fears of contests for top posts
in the party next year - a worrying prospect as contests in Umo wll
translate into discord and disunity - had been addressed.

The Prine M nister yesterday acknow edged that an atnosphere intol erant
of bickering was prevalent in the party now.

This was apparent after the succession issue in the party and Governnent
- particularly the appointnent of a deputy prinme mnister and el ection of



Umo deputy president - was discussed in the open, |eading to pledges from
the front-runners that they would not challenge the person chosen by
Abdul | ah as his deputy.

A del egate noted that Dr Mahathir, shrewd as ever, had succeeded in
extinguishing the intention of aspirants gunning for top posts in the
party when the Prine M nister expressed concern that there would be
infighting for the posts of deputy president and vice-presidents after his
retirement.

But a division |eader from Penang said contests for the vice-presidency
coul d not be avoi ded because one of the three vice-president's slots is
expected to be vacant.

(This is based on the assunption that one of the vice-presidents - Datuk
Seri Najib Razak, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin and Tan Sri Mihammad Mihanmmad

Taib - will be appointed Deputy Prine Mnister and | ater noninated as
party deputy president.)
A notion on religion and social issues will be tabled tonorrow, the

| ast day of the assenbly.
Dr Mahathir will also deliver his |ast w nding-up, after which he
officially closes the assenbly.
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