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Gathering to evaluate progress of MSC

Ferina Manecksha

THE seventh Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC) I|nternational Advisory Meeting
(IAP), which marks Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s | ast
appear ance as chairman, starts in Cyberjaya today.

The annual gathering, which ends on Saturday, of the big guns in the
i nformati on and conmmuni cations technology (ICT) industry from around the
world is held to gauge the progress of Ml aysia' s own Silicon Valley.

A total of 17 I AP nenbers and 14 representatives are attending this
year's neeting which will discuss topics such as business strategies in
the new economny, technopreneur ecosystem gl obal outsourcing, creative
i ndustries as economc and cultural asset growh areas, ubiquitous devices
and broadband technol ogi es, and university-industry coll aborations.

In addition, the issue of digital divide that the MSC s steering arm -
Mul ti medi a Devel oprment Corporation (MDC) - believes is crucial in taking
the MSC into its next phase will take centre stage.

Apart from regul ar attendees such as Silicon Gaphics Inc's chairman and
chi ef executive officer Bob Bishop, Acer Inc's chairman and chi ef
executive officer Dr Stan Shih, Standford University's Professor WIIliam
MIller, Cutler & Conmpany's nmnaging director Dr Terry Cutler, Sun
M crosystens' chief scientist John Gage and Cyber Century Forum s chairman
Di ana Lady Dougan, this year will feature two new | AP nenbers - Dennis
Roberson who is Illinois Institute of Technol ogy's vice provost for new
initiatives and Satyam Conputer Services Ltd's chairman Ramali nga Raj u.

Canbri dge University's vice chancellor Eneritus Professor Sir Alec
Broers is attending for the first time and Heritage Foundation's director
of Hong Kong O fice & Counsellor to the President, Ken Sheffer, is here as
an observer.

Wiile in previous years, the nunber of conpanies granted MSC status is
used as a neasure of the success of the project so far, hopefully this
year nore fundanental issues such as the chall enges and stunbling bl ocks
can be discussed.
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