14/ 08/ 2003
Cerakan's “electronic' conference

Patri ck Sennyah
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Gerakan National Del egates's Conference (NDC)
next week will be a fully electronic conference with wireless Internet
access to all delegates and state-of-the art safety features.

Party secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said del egates woul d al so
wi tness the | aunch of Gerakan's new nulti-purpose card, which wll have
all the features of the smart chip-based MyKad and i ncl ude additi onal
information |ike nmenbership status and party position of card hol der.

"Even journalists covering the NDC will have to use special bar-codes to
gain entry to certain venues during the two-day conference, which will be
opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad," he told a Press
conference today.

He said the fully electronic conference was part of Gerakan's efforts to
nove towards the information technology era and creation of a "smart

party".

"The whole conference will also be aired live over the internet and can
be accessed from anywhere in the world," he said.

The two-day conference, from Aug 23, will kick off with the Youth and

Wani ta assenblies on Aug 22.

As a tribute to the Prime Mnister, as this would be the |ast Gerakan
NDC he woul d be opening, Chia said there would be an exhibition on Dr
Mahat hir's contributions to the nation and a multinedia presentation on
Vi si on 2020.

Sone 1,800 del egates are expected to attend the conference thened
"Reinventing for the 21st Century” to be held at the Menara PGRM here.

One of the highlights of conference is the tabling of anendnents to
party constitution, which include one to nake all elected Gerakan State
chiefs automatic central commttee nenbers.

Wth the automatic appoi ntnents, the nunber of central committee nenbers
will increase to 50 fromthe present 42.

O her proposals expected are to allow a nmaxi mum of 18 branches to be
formed in a division, fromthe present 12, and all ow sub-branches to be
formed according to polling districts.

Anot her amendnment expected to be tabled is to double the nunber of life
council menbers to 300.

Del egates will also nmake 10 declarations at the assenbly that include
declaring their gratitude and thanks to Dr Mahathir and their support to
Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi as the inconing
Prinme M nister.

O her declarations include Gerakan's total objection to all forns of
conmunal and religious extrem sm and chauvinism and all acts of
aggr essi on.
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