18/ 04/ 2003
German funds available for Irag reconstruction, says envoy

Bal an Moses; Deborah Loh

KUALA LUWMPUR, Thurs. - Germany has set aside funds for the reconstruction
of lrag with other nations including the United States under the aegis of
the United Nations, its Anbassador to Mal aysia Juergen AR Staks said

t oday.

Indicating that this was a sign of rapprocehnent with the US and the WK
he said his country was confident that the US would allow a nandate for
the UN to oversee the reconstruction process.

"The German CGovernnent wants the rebuilding to be based on a bl ueprint
determ ned by the United Nations and is positive that the US will nake way
for a UN mandate on the reconstruction.

"We have earmarked suns of noney for the job (reconstruction). Gernany
is ready to contribute considerably, but we want to have a master plan
devel oped by the United Nations,"” Staks said in an interview.

The assistance, he said, would be channelled through the German Mnistry
of Econom c Co-operation and Devel opnent, which focused on contributing
humani tarian aid to conflict-stricken countries.

Aid would include training for the re-establishnent of Iraq's
adm ni strative and education systens, he added.

"During the war, we nade avail able our instutions and non-government al
organi sations for hunanitarian and technical aid. Now, we are hopeful for
a master plan fromthe UN to help us effectively start in the
reconstruction process."

Acknowl edging that Gernmany and the US had differed over the need to go
to war in lraq, Staks believed the "slightly disturbed conmunications”
between the two countries could be repaired over tine.

"The war is nore or less over. |I'moptimstic that the irritations
earlier will be overcone in due tinme. W nust come to grips with the fact
that the Iraqgis need a | ot of help now "

Asked about reports that the US may prohibit countries that had opposed
the war fromjoining in the reconstruction effort, Staks was confident

that the US would accept assistance fromall interested parties, including
Ger many.
"I"'m convinced that our American friends wll accept assistance under

the unbrella of the UN. W have got signals fromthe US that they will
accept aid."

St aks added that Gernmany, as a pernmanent nenber of the UN Security
Council, would do its part to ensure that the role of the UN was
mai ntai ned so that the other individual nenbers could also join in the
reconstruction.

"Chancel l or Gerhard Schroeder has al ways enphasised that it is
i nperative reconstruction be done under the unbrella of the UN and the
i nternational conmunity should contribute to it."

Staks said international participation in the rebuilding of Irag would
send a nessage that the world was willing to help resolve Mddl e East
tensions, which stemed fromthe |srael-Palestine conflict.

Peace between Israel and Pal estine, which Germany felt should be an
i ndependent state, was the key to peace and security in the entire Arab
worl d, he said.

Asked about the role of the Non-Aligned Mvenent and the O ganisation of
Islamic Conference in the matter, he said such groupings were closely
observed by Germany for their views on world events.



On whether Malaysia, which is currently chairman of NAM could help in
conflict resolution in the Mddle East, Staks said Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir was the nobdel of a nobderate Mislim | eader.



	German funds available for Iraq reconstruction, says envoy (NST 18/04/2003)

