29/ 07/ 2003
CGhani: Set up units to ensure clean public toilets

Shahrum Sayut hi ; Dayang Murdi yah Asgar

JOHOR BARU, Mon. - Local authorities should set up units that specialise
in ensuring clean public toilets, said Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul GChani

O hman.

Ghani, who nade the suggestion when |aunching the National Cean Toilet
Canpai gn 2003 at a hotel today, said they should also try to enforce by-
| aws on the upkeep of public toilets.

He said the units could carry out regular spot checks on public toilets,
i ncluding those in comercial buildings, hotels, restaurants
entertai nnent outlets and petrol stations.

"As for Johor, the local authorities and Health Departnent have forned
“flying squads' to check on the conditions of such toilets.

"The squads will not only take action against public toilet operators
who fail to keep toilets clean but also make reconmendati ons on how to
i nprove their condition.”

He said the urgent need to inprove the conditions of public toilets in
the country was highlighted at a Cabinet neeting last nonth when Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad showed ministers a pictorial book
by a group of Japanese students who recently visited the country.

"Everything in the book praised Mal aysia as being a beautiful country
while its people were described as being warm and friendly.

"However, when it came to our public toilets, there was nothing good
said about them and this was proven by one whol e page of pictures in the
book. Just imagi ne the damage to our country's inmage if this book were to
be published worl dwi de."

As for the canpaign, he lauded the initiative by the Housing and Local
Government Mnistry, which was in line with the resolution at the Wrld
Toilet Sunmmit 2001 in Singapore which described cleanliness of toilets as
a reflection of the culture and habits of a society.

Deputy Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Peter Chin Fah Kui
who represented Mnister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting at the function, said the
canpai gn would be the largest of its kind organised by the mnistry.

Admitting the failure of past campaigns to clean public toilets, Chin
said the mnistry would work with others such as the Health and Education
mnistries, non-governnmental organisations and the nedia in this effort.

"This canpaign will carry on indefinitely. W are starting today in
Johor and will nove on to other parts of the country.

"Qur priority includes getting the nmessage across to the public so that
we can change the attitude of the people by stressing the inportance of
keeping public toilets clean.™
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