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G obal Flying Hospitals to set up Asian hg in KL

Zaidi Isham | smai l

NEI LL Newt on has found a novel way of providing basic nedical treatnent
to

mllions of underprivileged people around the world - by literally
"flying

in hospitals" to their doorsteps.

To further bring the nessage of goodwill and hope globally, Newon
wil |
al so associate this noble endeavour with a country wi dely known for its
peace and stability - Mal aysi a.

The founder, chairman and chief executive officer of G obal Flying
Hospitals Inc (GFH) will make Kuala Lunmpur its Asian headquarters, set
to
be operational two weeks from now.

GFH is the world's first conprehensive worldw de flying nedica
airline
utilising refurbished aircraft as high-technology "flying hospitals",
carrying trained nedical professionals.

"W don't want GFH to be seen as an Anmerican- or a British-backed
humani tari an nedical organisation. That is why we chose Ml aysia as our
regi onal hub," Newton told Business Tinmes in Kuala Lunpur recently.

"Mal aysia is the perfect country to convey the nmessage of healing and
bringing peace to the world. Its nulti-ethnic and multi-cultura
background are testanments to that.

"On top of that, Malaysia is within two to three hours of flying
distance within the region," said the Aussie.

So, what is GFH all about? GFH is founded by Newton, a former author
busi ness transformati on coach and keynote speaker turned phil anthropist.
Newt on has witten three books, of which readers may identify himwth
t he
best selling book "Uniqueness is a Red Striped Zebra" which sold 75,000
copies in the US.

"As | turned 55 years old, | cane to a point in my life where |
realise
that there nust be sonething nore to life than witing and selling
books.

After pondering for the last 15 years, | finally have the resources to
make GFH a reality about two-and-a-half years ago," he said.

G-H s mission is to provide nedical care to tens of thousands annually
by bringing nmedical teams and facilities directly to the areas and
peopl e
in the four corners of the world who are in urgent need of nedica
attention - free of charge.

GFH s state-of-the-art, self-contained surgical operating suites
incorporated inside the aircraft, are designed to operate in city
airports
and renote town strips in up to 84 targeted devel opi ng nations

Countries include those in South America (15), Asia (13), Europe (24)
and Africa (32) and in countries such as Ukraine, Angola, Burkina Faso



Iran, Kazakhstan, Tinor Leste, Mngolia, Laos, Nepal, Chechnya, Eritrea
Qui nea/ Bi ssau, Haiti, Honduras, Latvia and nmany others

GFH plans to fly up to 60 missions a year (each mission lasts two
weeks), treating five mllion people and ainms to carry out five mllion
medi cal procedures over the next five years.

By May this year, GFH will fly to the Philippines, Canbodia and
Ukr ai ne,
ainming to carry out 9,000 procedures. In Mlaysia, GFH will focus on
Sabah
and Sarawak where there is a shortage of medical clinics

GFH is incorporated in the US and has regional centres in the Anericas
and a European regional office in Scotland. It will be operating the
world's largest flying hospital, a high-tech surgical hospital built
within a Lockheed 1110 Tristar jet, or GFH One.

GFH One was bought for US$30 million (US$1 = RMB. 80) and another US$24
mllion was spent on refurbishing it, such as a 12-bed pre-
oper ati on/ post -
operation theatre, two surgical stations, a pharmacy and nurses station.
G-H al so has an eye clinic, dental clinic, scrub area, supporting
pl unmbi ng
area, anesthesiology section and a training section

The previous owner, also a humanitarian-based organisation, found it
expensive to carry on with the endeavour

It took three years to prepare GFH One from purchase to refurbish
i nspection, fitting new engines and to raise funds. GFH has al so
obt ai ned
a three-year advancenent enabling it to save US$25 nillion

GFH One will fly fromthe US in about two nonths to Kuala Lunpur,

enbl azoned with the "Jalur Gemilang" on its fuselage and will be the
flagship of the organisation.
"W will operate from both Subang airport and our aircraft operations

centre in dobal Cty, Canmbodia. But Kuala Lumpur will be home to GFH,'
sai d Newt on.

GFH s future planned "fleet" will also include three nore 747 Conbi -
class jets (one for each corner of the world) and 10 Hercules C 130 over
a
peri od of seven years with a conbined spending of US$120 mllion.

The planes will be based in Subang airport and close cooperation wll
be
sought with Airod Mal aysia Bhd in maintenance matters of the aircraft.

"Money is a key factor of course, along with the skilled resources of
a
whol e range of people from nmedical to aviation and adm nistration
staff.”

GFH will need US$11 nmillion in 2003 and US$49 nillion a year in
subsequent years to finance the whole of operations

GFH is putting in place a step-by-step narketing machine through 17
fund-raising centres in many countries that will generate funds from
many
ar eas.

The non-religious, not-for-profit, nulti-national, altruistic and
neutral hunmanitarian nedi cal organisation vision is to build a nedica
"airline" that is funded through many nmechani sms.

They include private and group contributions, corporate sponsorships



foundations, dedicated worldw de fund-raising events and systens.
Donations can come from corporate sponsorships to raffles and persona
donati ons.

"In fact, we will use nmany Ml aysian products in our raffle progranmes
such as the sports cars and conposite aircraft - further pronoting
Mal aysi a," said Newton.

GFH will offer medical services which include preventative nedical
care,
education, innocul ations and prescription medicines. It will also carry
out corrective surgeries, minor surgical procedures, |ife-changing

cosmetic surgeries and other general health exam nations, and conduct
nmedi cal professional education sharing of know edge via semnars and
hands
on medi cal team work; and |egacies - equipnment, supplies or education
mat eri al s.

GFH will consist of international teans of volunteer surgeons,
doctors,
dentists, nurses, nedical specialists, pilots and other support staff.
It
will also create 80 positions from volunteers in each mssion from
medi cal
specialists to nurses, pilots, conputers, information technology and
security.

GFH s nedical teans will also share education and training with |ocal
nmedi cal professionals in person and with GFH training materials, videos
etc - leaving a medical |egacy during each nission and increasing their

skills to help their own people.

Newt on said the Ml aysian Governnent has been supportive of GFH in
whi ch
the Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng has described his neeting with
GFH
as "effective".

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is also aware of GFH
and
we have informed himthat we will be setting our base in Ml aysia."

G-H al so plans to have royalties or monarchs from every country that
it
visits to act as patrons as well as sit on its advisory board.

What's in it for Newton? Many nay suspect that in the end noney is the
ulterior notive but Newton insists that he is not in it for nonetary
gai ns.

"The board menbers including nyself will be on a salaried basis which
is
enough for nme to earn a living.

"The world is so troubled and |I just |ove hel ping people in need. The
worl d population is projected by the Wrld Health Organisation to grow
fromsix billion to 85 billion in the next 25 years and many wll be
deprived of basic nedical care.

"I didn't have what it takes to |aunch GFH 10-15 years ago... now GFH
is
ready to transformthe world and Mal aysians will have sonmething to be
proud of."
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