08/ 02/ 2003

Government to woo all races to becone teachers in national schools

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Governnment will aggressively woo people of al
races to becone teachers in primary and secondary schools to attract nore
Chi nese and I ndian students.

It will also look into better wages for teachers to make the national
educati on system nore attractive.

Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz Shansuddin said the conmittee
established to review the national school system agreed that these were
i mportant factors to be considered in restructuring the system

The conmittee, chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
was set up to restructure the national education system and ensure it
remai ned rel evant and provided quality education.

The conmittee has held three neetings so far

"However, we will also be |ooking at other aspects, not just noney. W
will also be directing the selection board at teachers' training colleges
to ensure a bal anced m x of races.

"Currently, Chinese and Indian parents tend not to want to send their
children to national schools as they say they hardly see any Chinese or
I ndi an teachers there. This is sad. In those days, children of different
races studi ed and played together," he said after receiving a courtesy
call from Mal dives Deputy Education M nister Mhanood Shougee at the
m nistry today.

Abdul Aziz said as the country had parallel educational systens, it was
sonetines difficult for students of different races to integrate.

He said, however, that the Government would not abolish the vernacul ar
school system

"We will strictly adhere to the Constitution."

Anmong neasures that have been taken to ensure the national school system
remai ned relevant and to attract nore students to governnment schools, he
said, were the teaching of Science and Mathematics in English and
enhanci ng the teaching of Jaw .

"We are also planning to introduce Mandarin, Tam| and Arabic as
subjects in all schools.™

He said the proposals nade by the comrittee would not be carried out
si mul taneously but in phases.

On the plan by the Perlis Governnent to extend schooling hours, he said
it was feasible even though not all schools were single session yet.

He said the Governnment planned for all schools to be single session by
2005.
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