10/ 06/ 2003
Govt handed RMB50m venue for neets

Zurai m Abdul | ah
MALAYSI A'S RW50 million Putrajaya Convention Centre was conpleted and
handed over to the CGovernment yesterday.

Sited on 20.4ha in Precinct 5 of the adm nistrative city, Putrajaya
Convention Centre will host the Oganisation of Islanic Conference (O C
sunmit in October.

The centre has a gross floor area of 1.35 nillion sq ft extending over
nine levels, including two for 1,198 parking bays.

There are WIP roonms, neeting roons, restaurants, public galleries
banquet halls and other purpose-built halls.

The largest is the Plenary hall which can seat up to 3,000 people.
There
is a hall for Heads of State with a seating capacity of 180

Wrk on the centre began on June 18 2001 and was conpleted in June
this
year. The centre took slightly under two years to build.

It was designed by local architectural firm Hijjas Kasturi Associates
Sdn Bhd whose works include the Securities Conm sssion buil ding, Hotel
Ni kko, Menara Maybank and Menara Tel ekom The main contractor was |JM
Corp
Bhd.

Devel oper Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd chai rman Dat uk Mohd Hashi m Hassan
said the centre can neet the rapid demand and growth of the MCE
(meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions) market to attract
visitors and, ultimately, boost tourismrevenue.

"Statistics have shown that in one country where a new convention
centre
was built, the number of events there increased by 76 per cent over a
year
after conpletion.

"Research has al so shown that in some countries seriously in the MCE
industry, up to 75 per cent of their visitors are international
conventi on
del egates who ot herwi se would not have entered as nornmal tourists," Mhd
Hashi m sai d at the handi ng-over cerenony yesterday.

The handi ng over was done by Mhd Hashimto Chief Secretary to the
Government Tan Sri Samsudin Osman before Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r  Mohamad.

"(The centre) has been built within the tine frame in order to be
r eady
for the OC sunmit in October," said Putrajaya Hol dings chief executive
of fi cer Datuk Mhamad O hnman Zai nal Azim
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