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W need a Dr MLibrary to share his legacy with future generations

Vasant hi Ranachandr an

AN institution. A library. A university. A Think Tank. How shall we
preserve and utilise the distinctive legacy of our Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad?

Wiere we are today is found in the diaries of Dr Mahathir. The euphoria
over Malaysia's standing in the world today was not conjured overnight. It
was 23 years of Dr Mahathir's vision that sone, in the past, had even
nmyopi cal ly di snmissed as unattainable idealism

Today, he has created a Malaysia that has visibly changed in size,
stature and character and Mahathir's Mal aysia has becone a role nodel for
many Third World countries.

What were his strategies, thoughts, philosophy and strength in taking
Mal aysia to such great heights? W cannot freeze his era in a tinme capsule
as a mechani cal conpilation of data.

Instead, we need to utilise his work to ignite, or rather fire up
di scussi ons, debates and evolve into greater ideas for generations to
cone.

Last week, during the Umo general assenbly, there was tal k about
setting up a Think Tank, "The Dr Mhathir Mbhamad Institute of Strategic
Thi nki ng", as a nechanism to view and understand the Prine Mnister's
sol uti ons on contenporary issues.

There were suggestions of something simlar to the think tanks of

Heritage Foundation or the Brookings Institution. But, | believe while we
enbark on this, we need to set up a library in the |eague of the United
States Presidential l|ibraries, so that everything under Dr Mhathir's

adm nistration is neticul ously docunent ed.

Just to cite an exanple: The John F. Kennedy Library has 36 mllion
pages of docunents, 30,000 books, 200,000 still photographs, 7,550,000
feet of motion picture film 1,200 hours of video recordings, over 7,000
hours of audio recordings and 500 original editorial cartoons. Kennedy was
president for only three-and-a-half years.

Qur Prime Mnister, as one of the world s |ongest serving |eaders, has
led the country for 23 years. Qur historical inheritance from our |eader
shoul d be conparably nuch nore.

There shoul d be biographies, quotations, diary entries, records,
menoranda, letters, official docunents, mnutes of neetings, audiovisuals
and even cartoons. And of course, his speeches which are usually
provocative, insightful and hardhitting.

Much of Dr Mahathir's work is already in books. | just read his book
Refl ections on Asia, in which he says: "Wat we require is not a single
formula but a hundred different policies, approaches and actions.” Can you
i mgi ne the evolution of his thoughts to arrive at these fornul ae?

It was the Mahathirian paradigm that changed the face of Ml aysia from a
commodi ty- based econony into a manufacturing centre and we are now novi ng
towards a know edge- based econony.

Today's dramatic infrastructure devel opnents - the world's tall est
bui | di ngs, roads, ports and airports, high-tech firnms, our own car, a
mnistry for wonen and an entire new adm nistrative city, Putrajaya - did
not just happen. It was hard work.

And there are also so nmany interesting questions on his views on
denocracy - whether he sacrificed the primacy of the individual for the
benefit of society at l|large. Today, under present circunstances, less is



tal ked about because of the sensitivities around it.

However, in generations to come, with greater denobcratic awakening
schol ars, thinkers and analysts may scrutinise, for instance the ever
troubling "Operasi Lalang" episode or the sacking of his deputy. Is it not
better that Dr Mahathir's innernost thoughts on such matters, be clarified
and recorded in great detail so that future political debate would be nore
constructive?

What about previously and presently classified materials? WII they be
available or open to the public in say a couple of decades? For instance
the Kennedy Library is currently undergoing an unprecedented
decl assification effort. WIl we do the sanme?

The other thing that has to be captured is Malaysia's foreign policies
under Dr Mahathir. Starting with his early days with the Look East Policy
antiapartheid stand and his unwavering support of the Pal estinian cause
Dr Mahathir has always fascinated us with his independent stand on world
politics. Sone of his public statements on world |eaders are of historica
si gni ficance.

Along with that, we need to study the contours of his relationships and
his direct conmunication with other leaders in the formof letters
reports and tel egrans.

During his tenure, there were nmany high dramas internationally. How did
he react to all this?

Way did he not sacrifice his principles on nmatters that were accepted by
Asi an | eaders? What was his foresight in shunning I M- help and instead
i mpl enmenting controversial currency control s?

Hopeful ly, much of the oral histories and nmenpirs have been recorded or
published while these events took place. Editorials, comentaries and
opi nion on such relationships are already conmpiled to unfold the stories
behind it.

To do this, we need collaboration between acadenicians, schol ars,
editors, journalists, researchers and the governnent departnents to ensure
that there are no errors or om ssion of details.

The story of Dr Mahathir is a fascinating one of adventure, courage
dedi cation and service. The library should reveal the unique influences
and chal | enges which shaped the country under his exceptional |eadership,
especially during tines of crisis.

We have to bring together the records of the past and house themin
bui | di ngs where they will be preserved for scholars to interpret for our
children in the future

Mal aysi a needs heroes. Dr Mahathir, nore or |ess discovered the present
Mal aysi a and should be studied in great detail so that he remains our hero
for a long tine.
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