16/ 09/ 2003
Of-the-mark Hadi criticised

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by V. Anbal agan; P. Sujatani; Deborah Loh
OPPCSI TI ON | eader Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang cane under fire yesterday
for straying from debati ng Budget 2004 and raising unrelated issues like
t he performance of the Terengganu Governnent.

Several backbenchers protested when the Marang MP and Pas president, who
is also Terengganu Menteri Besar, spoke on what his admnistration had
done to tackle poverty in the State.

Dat uk Moharmed Aziz (BN-Sri Gadi ng) expressed di sappoi ntnment with Hadi
who in his speech criticised Parlianent for failing to adjourn the tabling
of the Budget for Asar prayers.

He said fornmer Qpposition |eader Datuk Fadzil Noor was nore constructive
in his criticism besides giving i nput on the Budget.

"I think he (Hadi) was so busy with the party's nuktamar over the
weekend that he canme here unprepared,” said Mhanmed, who took the floor
after Hadi.

He said Hadi and other Opposition MPs should thank Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for tabling a well-rounded Budget.

Mohaned said he expected the Opposition to exploit the prayer issue to
further divide the people.

Dat uk Bung Mktar Radi n (BN Ki nabat angan), who stood up for
clarification, questioned why Hadi did not ask the Chair to adjourn the
proceedings to allow Mislim MPs and officials to perform their prayers

"It looks like the Opposition does not have an issue as the Budget is
very conprehensive.

"Hadi is using the prayer issue to discredit Dr Mahathir," he said,
addi ng Hadi had an ulterior nmotive in raising the matter.

Earlier, Hadi had a busy tinme responding to queries from anpng others,
Parliamentary Secretary in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Noh Onmar,
Dat uk Zul hasnan Rafique (BN Wangsa Maju), Datuk Mohd Ali Hassan (BN
Tebrau), Datuk Shazi man Abu Mansor (BN Tanpin) and Bung Moktar.

There were heated exchanges when the backbenchers told himto stick to
the topic before the House.

The situation was nade worse when several Pas MPs joined in the fray
defendi ng their boss.

Sone took the opportunity to run down the CGovernnent.

Mahfuz Omar (Pas-Pokok Sena) said a senior Cabinet Mnister should be
prosecuted if the Governnent was serious in w ping out corruption.

Dat uk Dr Hassan Ali (Pas-Parit Buntar) said RTM nust al so include
Qpposition MPs as guests in the Selamat Pagi Ml aysia programe.

This pronpted Wnen and Fanmily Devel opnment Mnistry Parlianentary
Secretary Datuk Mastika Junaidah Husin to call on Hadi to stop dividing
t he Mal ays.

"There are cases of people praying in separate surau and gatherings
boycotted by sone quarters," she said.

Later, Datuk Abdul Hanmid Abdul Rahman (BN Sungai Benut) proposed that
the CGovernnent establish a university focusing on | eadership and
entrepreneurship.

He said incul cating such values in students was inportant as degrees
al one would not be sufficient in the globalised world
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