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*Suhakam not final authority'

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Sharanjit Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Human Ri ghts Conm ssi on appears to want to be the
final authority on all matters, including the issue of public rallies
during the next general election, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said.

The Prime M nister said Suhakam shoul d not consider itself the authority
on everyt hi ng.

He said only the police could determ ne whether public rallies could be
hel d as Suhakam woul d not be able to deal with untoward incidents
such as fights anong those attending rallies.

"I think Suhakam nust not consider that it is the authority to decide on
everyt hi ng.

"It appears as if everything nust be deci ded by Suhakam" said Dr
Mahat hir after witnessing the launch and exhibitors signing cerenony for
Lima 05 scheduled to be held in Decenber 2005.

The Prime Mnister said this when asked to coment on Umo Youth head
Dat uk H shamuddi n Hussein's criticismof Suhakam menber Datuk Handan
Adnan on the issue.

Hi shanmuddi n had cl ai red Suhakam was portraying itself as siding with
t he opposition in the matter.

This followed an earlier statenent by Handan that Ummo Youth was
imature in protesting against the Election Comission's decision to allow
public rallies.

Dr Mahathir said any decision on whether public rallies could be held
shoul d be left to the police.

"Whet her or not public rallies can be held cannot be determ ned by
Suhakam | f anything happens, is Suhakam going to protect the peace?

"If fights break out anpbng those participating, like fist fights, it
can't be Suhakam which would deal with it.

"The ones who will be dealing with the matter are the police.”

As such, Dr Mahathir said, he would nmerely consider Suhakamis comments
as the comm ssion exercising its right to air its opinions.

"They (Suhakam) have al ready conveyed their opinion, so let's leave it
at that."

On Umo Yout h saying that Suhakam was siding with the opposition, Dr
Mahat hir replied

"That is a matter of opinion. Umo has freedomto make whatever coments
it wants, Umo Youth has the freedom and Suhakam too, has the freedomto
say whatever it wants."
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