24/ 04/ 2003
Ham d: No specific agenda for visits

Rozi ana Hansaw

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Ml aysia has dism ssed a suggestion that the visits
of the |leaders of Russia and Germany, and nost likely France, too, to

Mal aysi a next nonth are intended to forman alliance to address the post-
Saddam Iraq crisis.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar said the visits would have "no
speci fic agenda", but the timng was "good" in view of the present world
situation.

"There is no specific agenda as we have always had strong econom ¢ co-
operation with these countries," he said after |aunching a photography
exhibition titled Between Eden & Earth: Gardens of the Islamic Wrld at
the Islamic Arts Museum here.

Tan Sri Syed Mokhtar Al -Bukhary of the Yayasan Al bukhary Foundation, one
of the sponsors of the event, was present.

Russia, Germany and France are ampng the three major countries that have
strongly opposed the US-led invasion of Iraq

Russian President Vliadnmir Putin and German Chancell or Gerhard Schroeder
are expected to visit Malaysia soon to reciprocate the visits of Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad to their countries

"French President Jacques Chirac nmay nmeke a stopover in Ml aysia too,"
he said.

Syed Hamid said it was inportant for Ml aysia to nmaintain good contact
with such countries as they have inportant roles to play in the
i nternational arena.

On the Non-Aligned Mowvenent troika neeting in Paris next nonth, the
mnister said it would nerely be a discussion anong the three countries -
Mal aysi a, Cuba and South Africa - on the crisis in lraq

"It is not to create a resolution of any sort," he said.

Asked about the challenging task Ml aysia faces as chairman of NAM and
the Organisation of the Islamc Conference in getting a consensus anobng
menber countries in dealing with the Iraq crisis, Syed Ham d said

"NAM has no intention to reach a consensus as it has 116 countries

The United Nations has 191 countries and it, too, cannot get a
consensus. What is inportant now is to avail ourselves to generally-agreed
principles that hunmanitarian aid nust continue, Iraq nust be
reconstructed, and that the UN play a major role in the rebuilding of
Iraqg."

On the Asean Leaders Special neeting on the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome in Bangkok next Tuesday, Syed Hanid said it will discuss the
i npact of the deadly disease in the region and the neasures needed to be
taken by Asean
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