23/ 06/ 2003

Hadi: Dr Mworked to i nprove | ot of Ml ays

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sun. - Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang today
said it cannot be denied that econom c reforns had been nade by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to i nprove the Ml ays.

"Al though | have criticised and disagreed with himon a few things,
there are some reforns which Dr Mahathir has taken during his
adm ni stration which were not done by past Umo | eaders.

"One of his efforts was to provide places for the Malays in the economc
sector. This, | do not deny," he said at his office.

He was conmmenting on Dr Mahathir's w ndi ng-up speech at the end of the
Umo general assenbly yesterday.

Hadi, who is Pas acting president, said Dr Mahathir had taken neasures
to inmprove the Malays econonmically as the comunity was still backward.

He said despite the various achievements by Dr Mahathir, the Prinme
M nister was still dissatisfied with sone Umo nenbers who had abused the
economi ¢ opportunities given to them

"There are certain quarters within Umo who have used the opportunities
to build personal (wealth) and position. These are the shortcom ngs which
Dr Mahathir is aware of.

"As the country's leader, he is stepping down with, apart fromthe
successes, a few things which have not been resolved," he said.

Hadi said Pas supported the nove to continue with economc reforns for
the Malays but Dr Mahathir's successor needed to revise certain measures
to ensure a nore equitable econony.

He said there should not be a nmonopoly by Umo figures and suppression
agai nst other races in distributing opportunities.

In Rantau Panjang |ast night, Hadi said Pas was not surprised by Umo's
attack on the party, adding that it showed Umo was worried about the
peopl e's support for Pas.

On Dr Mahathir's statement that Pas was not an Islamic party but a party
which exploits Islam he said Dr Mahathir was not an expert in the field.

On his expectations of the |eadership of Abdullah, Hadi said Pas would
continue to maintain ties with the new Prime Mnister and hoped the
denocratic system would inprove during Abdullah's admnistration.

Meanwhi | e, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nk Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said Dr
Mahat hir's cl osi ng speech which touched on Pas were old issues.
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