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Pr of essor Shansul heads |kon

Faezah | smail

KUALA LUMPUR, Mbdn. - Professor Shamsul Anri Baharuddin, a social

ant hropol ogi st and an expert on the Ml ay world, has been appointed
director of a new institute at Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia to study
Western civilisation.

The Institute of Cccidental Studies was formed followi ng a suggestion by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at the Umo CGeneral Assenbly
in June that Ml aysians investigate the Cccident.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak subsequently announced that
an institute of occidental studies would be established.

Shansul ' s appoi nt rent has ended weeks of speculation over the |ikely
candidate to head the institute, now referred to by its Malay acronym
| kon.

Shamsul , 52, will continue as director of The Institute of the Ml ay
Wrld and Civilisation (better known by its Ml ay acronym Atma) at UKM

This follows the decision to incubate Ikon in Atma for a period of tine.

Shansul, who received his letter of appointnent today, will take up his
new post on Wednesday.

"It is a rather fateful coincidence that in the wake of Edward Said's
passing, an Institute of COccidental Studies is being established at UKM"
said Shansul, referring to the |ate Professor Edward Said, a Pal esti ni an-
born intellectual who died |ast week.

Sai d has been hailed by many scholars the world over as "one of the
greatest intellectuals and public activists of our tine".

"lIs Ikon going to be a vehicle for that “voyage' Said had proposed as a
strategy to understand the COccident? That we will have to wait and see,"
sai d Shansul, who described Said as his intellectual inspiration.

Shansul researches, lectures and wites extensively on politics,
religion, culture and econonic devel opment with an enpirical focus on
Mal aysi a and Sout heast Asi a.

Hi s awar d-w nning book From British to Bumi putera Rule (Singapore:
| seas, 1986) is now being reprinted for the third tine.

He has just conpleted working on two book manuscripts, nanely The
Di scourse of ldentity in Mdern Ml aysia: Consensus and Contestation and
The Making of Mderate Islam The Mal aysi an Experience, both of which are
now being considered for publication by an international publisher.

Three years ago, Shansul was invited as Distinguished Visiting Professor
to present a public lecture on Contenporary Ml aysian Politics, Religion,
Econony and Society at the International Studies Centre at Harvard
Uni versity.

Shansul was recently appointed a nmenber of the Policy Advisory Conmmittee
(2002-2005) of the Netherlands Foundation for the Advancement of Tropical
Research, a branch of the Netherlands O ganisation for Scientific Research
whi ch belongs to the Royal Acadeny of the Netherl ands.



	Professor Shamsul heads Ikon (NST 30/09/2003)

