09/ 01/ 2003

Hearing of NSTP suit against Pas on March 26

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Hi gh Court today fixed March 26 for hearing of a
defamation suit filed by the New Straits Tinmes Press (M Bhd and its
fornmer group editor-in-chief against the late Pas president Datuk Fadzi
Mohd Noor and 11 others over two articles which appeared in the tabloid
Har akah over alleged doctored photographs of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad.

The hearing will be before judge Datuk Aznel Ma' anor.

Judge Datuk Janes Foong, who fixed the date in chanbers, also ordered
the matter to be brought up for further case nanagenent on Feb 17

In the statement of claimdated Feb 8, NSTP and its former group editor-
i n-chief, Datuk Abdul Kadir Jasin, said that on Nov 28, 1999 a front-page
article appeared in the Berita Mnggu newspaper along with a photograph
and caption that read "Dr Mahathir di sanbut 4,000 penyokong Barisan
Nasi onal di Mjlis Penminpin Bersama Rakyat di padang Mjlis Perbandaran
Kangar, senalam "(Dr Mahathir being greeted by 4,000 BN supporters at a
neet -t he- peopl e session at the Kangar Municipal field yesterday.)

They are claimng that the Pas Central I|nformation and Research
Department had on Dec 12, 1999, published an article in the English
section of Harakah entitled, "How many Mahathirs can you spot here?" along
with the same photograph except that two circles had been drawn on the
i mges of two individuals in the photograph

NSTP and Kadir said that another article in the Berita Harian on Dec 8
1999, entitled "Bernama nafi tuduhan Harakah" had reported, anong others,
that Bernanma had deni ed Harakah's all egations that the photograph in
Berita M nggu on Nov 28 had been doct ored.

The Berita Harian article was acconpani ed by two cl ose-up photographs to
allow a conparison to be nade between Dr Mahathir and the other person
Har akah al |l eged was al so the Prine M nister

NSTP and Kadir are claining that despite this, another Harakah article
was published on Dec 10, 1999, entitled "Bernama clains picture is
“genuine', NSTP silent".

They are clainming that in their natural and ordinary neaning, the words
in the two Harakah articles neant that:

* they had doctored the photograph that appeared in the Berita M nggu
with intention to deceive and nislead readers;

* they were Umo controlled and were not acting independently;

* they always published false news to prove the popularity of the PM
and

* they were irresponsible and unethical in carrying out their duties as
a nedia conpany and as group editor-in-chief respectively.

They are claimng that the defendants naliciously published the articles
and as a result damaged their good nane, caused loss to their reputation
and that they suffered a drop in sales.

NSTP and Kadir want the defendants to withdraw the defamatory articles,
to publish an unreserved full page apology in every local daily, and pay
costs, danmges, interest and other relief.

In their defence filed on April 20, the defendants claim that the
articles were not defamatory and are relying on a defence of fair coment
on a matter of public interest which was published in good faith

They are clainmng that any reasonable man woul d have seen that the
phot ograph did have two i nages of the Prime M nister



They say the drop in sales, if any, was the result of a change in the
attitude and thinking of the people who were tired of the one-sided
reports.

The other defendants are Terengganu Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang, Pas
vi ce- presi dent Hassan Shukri, State Assenbl yman Harun Tai b, Youth chief
and Pokok Sena Menmber of Parlianent Mahfuz Orar, Pas Wnen's wi ng chief
Senator Jami |l ah Ibrahim Pas secretary-general and Yan MP Nasharudi n Mat
I sa, Kelantan Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Halim Abdul Rahman, State
Executive Councillor Orar Muhammad, Harakah editor-in-chief Mustafa Ali
former secretary-general Halim Arshat and printer Syarikat Prema.
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