13/ 10/ 2003

Hectic schedule until year's end

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The hectic schedule for Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohd Ali, wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad, is
unlikely to ease soon as a long list of public engagenents awaits the
coupl e even after her husband | eaves office at the end of the nonth

Stretching until the year's end, the couple will still be very mnuch in
the public domain as they have obliged to attend endless invitations for
farewell| dos and other engagenents in recognition of their contributions
to the nation.

"My husband says that we've been invited to breakfast, |unch and dinner,
everyday till the end of the year. He wants to oblige every single one of
them and so would |I. But in reality, this is not possible.

"I want himto retire healthy, not sick. | want to enjoy his retirenent
and hope everyone understands,” she said in an interview with the Sunday
Mai | .

Dr Siti Hasmah said she would rather be at hone to oversee her staff
pack their belongings at the official Prine Mnister's residence in
Putrajaya for the nove to their own hone at The Mnes in Sri Kenbangan.

“"I'"'mthinking of the ness in nmy study in Putrajaya and the staff hel ping
to pack.

"I want to be there to supervise the packing, otherw se the staff would
put everything in the boxes, even rotten envel opes, because they are so
afraid to throw t hem away. "

On whether she would miss the life of a First Lady, she said: "I've
al ways known that this life is transient. | tell nyself and ['ve told ny
Bakti | adies that as wives of politicians they will have to nake
adj ustments when their husbands no |onger hold Cabinet positions.

"And | always pray that Allah will nmake this transition easy for ne and
ny husband. "

Dr Siti Hasmah also hoped that the transition for her husband woul d be
snoot h.

She reckoned that Oct 31 would end like any other day, except that after
of fice hours he would be heading for their own hone.

She said the "handi ng over” would be a sad and enotional nonent,
recalling the cerenony 22 years ago when her husband took over from Tun
Hussein Onn as Prime Mnister.

"I renmenber nmeking it a point to acconpany his wife Tun Suhaila Mhd
Noah all the way hone. | think it's inportant."

On whet her she expected the same from Datuk Seri Endon Mahnood, wife of
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Dr Siti Hasmah
said: "It doesn't matter."

She said the main thing for her after the transition of power was to
settle down, adding that her husband plans to wite and travel

Dr Siti Hasmah said she |ooked forward to spending tine together with
her husband al though she was fully aware that nany things still rankled
her husband over what she considered his "unfinished business".

"He is disappointed with young Malay students who refuse to avai
themselves to the allocations he's nmade, facilities he's given for their
devel opnent al ongsi de the other races. He wants them to succeed. But why
haven't they risen?"

She said the one thing he was happy with was wonmen's progress and this
had nothing to do with pillow talk.



"He has Rafidah (Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz) in the Cabinet!" she said.
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