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Hel p save our playing fields, Mnister

Thomas Sarnuel

TWO fields in the Klang Valley - the UKRC field in Kual a Anpang and the
fornmer Rail-way Recreation Club field at Jalan Ipoh - are on the verge of
bei ng history and residents and sports |lovers have protested publicly in
the media to show their disapproval

But does anyone even care about the plight of these residents, who are
mai nly fromthe |ower inconme group? Is the Sports Mnister listening to
t hese peopl e?

The standard of our sportsmen have deteriorated and nore so has the
standard of soccer.

Even our Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad voiced his
concern on the standard of our football.

W had great players who were anong the best in Asia |like Ghani M nhat,
Arthur Goh, Soh Chin Aun, the late R Arugunmugam and Mokhtar Dahari
Sant ok Singh, Zainal Abidin Hassan, Dollah Salleh and many nore, but who
do we have to be proud of today?

The public fields in the Klang Valley and el sewhere in Ml aysia have
pl ayed an integral role in unearthing great players of our past.

Not only did we have good footballers, we also produced distinguished
athletes in other sports as well.

Though we have better facilities now, not many can afford them And is
it strategically placed for the convenience of niddle and |ower income
ear ners?

There is no use in having the best facilities and coaches which only a
smal | popul ace can benefit from And where will those who cannot afford it
go to? Virtual sports, | suppose.

Many public fields in the Klang Valley have been taken away wi thout any
obj ections fromthe Mnistry of Sports.

Is it not this space that devel ops our future sportsman?

Why deprive them of this essential need and later spend millions of
ringgit trying to make “stars' out of these under-devel oped individuals.

H story has proven that our past great athletes were nurtured in these
public fields before they becane sports anbassadors to the nation

I plead with the Sports Mnister to intervene and protect public fields,
as these grounds have a role to play in the comunity, be it for sports or
raci al harnony.

What better way to cultivate a Ml aysian Boleh spirit other than through
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