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HERE' S a brief of sone of the happenings in Ml aysia and abroad, between
May 20 and May 27. If you nissed reading the dailies this week, this is
your chance to get updat ed.

MALAYSI A

Mar at hon swimto Langkaw

* ABDUL Malik Mydin becane the first Ml aysian to swim a di stance of
48km from Kuala Perlis to Kuah, Langkawi. Swinming in a specially built
cage to protect him from being stung by jellyfish, the 28-year-old forner
gold nmedallist in cycling for the 1994 Ml aysia Ganes, clocked a tine of
14 hours, three nminutes and 13 seconds.

The Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who fl agged him of f
from Kuala Perlis, was also present at the Kuah jetty to receive him when
he arrived at 11.48am four hours earlier than expected.

Abdul Malik undertook this feat as part of preparations to becone the
first Malaysian to swim across the English Channel from Dover, England to
Cap Gis Nez, France, a distance of 32.8km in August.

Computers for all teachers by 2009

* BLACKBOARDS and chal ks or slide projectors will not be the only
teachi ng equi pnent available to teachers in the future. The CGovernnent
will spend RMBOO million annually to purchase nodern teaching equi prent
and facilities for all schools.

Thi s includes | aptops/personal conputers to be provided to all 270,000
teachers in the country in the next six years. Already 27,000 teachers
have been equipped with laptops to assist them in teaching subjects such
as Science and Mathematics in English.

S| NGAPORE

Fuel cell-driven cars to be tested

* THE Lion City has plans to be the first in the region to have cars
powered by hydrogen fuel cells and open hydrogen refuelling stations to
keep them running.

By next year, petroleum conpany BP and Air Products, an American
supplier of industrial gases, plans to open these stations while
Dai m er Chrysl er, an autonaker, wll bring seven fuel-cell vehicles for
testing in Singapore.

Fuel cell-driven cars are powered by conpressed hydrogen which emts no
pol lutants. The cost of these cars or the stations however aren't cheap. A
hydrogen fuel vehicle costs between US$1 million (RVM3.8 mllion) and US$2
mllion. Building the stations on the other hand, costs US$500,000 to US$1
mllion each.

I NDI A
Student bride rejects dowy dermand
* A DOANRY or gifts of cash and goods is still conmmon practice in Indian

marriages, even though it is banned by |aw and considered an offence. The
famly of a bride would (often) succunb to the exorbitant dowy denmands of
a groom and his famly or risk having the marriage called off.

But N sha Sharna, a 21-year-old software engi neering student, decided to
take matters into her own hands when she was faced with a sinilar
prospect. Her groom wanted a dowy of 1.2 mllion rupees (RWD7,000) from
her just hours before their wedding.

Ni sha scrapped the wedding and | odged a police report that |anded the
groomin jail. Ni sha has been hailed as a heroine by nmany |ndian wonen.



THAI LAND

Roach rites

* THE Madagascan G ant Hissing Cockroach was inmensely popular as a pet
among the people of Bangkok in 2002. The insect neasures 10cm in |ength,
can't fly, has a |lifespan of seven years and enmits a hissing sound that
acts as a defence nechani sm agai nst predators.

But health officials saw it as a health hazard that could spread
di seases |ike typhoid and diarrhoea and subsequently banned it. About
1,000 of these giant cockroaches were confiscated (and killed) when the
ban took effect. A traditional Buddhist funeral rite has been planned for
the roaches to please their fornmer owners.

UNI TED STATES

Napster rises agai n?

* AT its peak, Napster was the nobst popular online nusic site with an
estimated 70 million users. That was before it went bankrupt due to |ega
action taken by various parties of the nmusic industry which accused it of
encouragi ng the spread of nusic piracy.

Roxi o, a music software firm which had acquired Napster's assets upon
bankruptcy, is planning to revive it by purchasing Pressplay, which is an
online nusic venture between Universal Misic Goup and Sony Misic
Ent ert ai nnent .

The deal is worth US$39.5 million (RML50.1 nmillion). If everything goes
as planned, Roxio will have a legal digital nusic distribution
infrastructure and catalog with the involvenment of all five najor nusic
| abel s.
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