24/ 05/ 2003

H shammuddi n: Umo Youth nust prepare for general election

GUA MUSANG Fri. - Umo Youth chief Datuk H shammuddin Hussein has ordered
the novenent's nachinery at all levels to focus on the general election
fromnow on to enhance their state of preparedness.

He said during this period, all menbers of the novenent should set aside
personal interests, including their anbition to contest for posts in the
next party el ections.

"It is pointless for us to hold the post of the national, State or
di vi sional Umo Youth chiefs if the party were to lose in the general
el ection," he said.

H shamuddin, who is also Youth and Sports Mnister, was speaking after
the launching of the tel ephone service and handi ng over of keys to
reci pients of houses under the Devel opment Programe for the Hardcore
Poor .

Yesterday, Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said that al
Umo divisions, Youth, Wanita and Puteri novements had been directed to
conduct dry runs for the next general election.

Dr Mahathir, however, said the nobve was not an indication that the
el ection would be held soon.

H shammuddin said it was inportant for Umo Youth nmenmbers to renmain
focused to ensure the party would win handsonely in the next election
i nstead of thinking about w nning positions in the party.

"Qur task is to strengthen Umo. | will not entertain tales on contests
for party positions,” he said.

He said once the party |eadership had decided on the date for party
el ections, anybody could offer himself to contest for any post i ncluding
the Umo Youth chief post he is holding.

H shamuddi n said he would not hesitate to change any of the State Umo
youth chiefs who caused disunity.

"I will nonitor the situation closely to ensure the novenent is united.
My responsibility is to ensure that only those who can bring the nmenbers
t oget her are appointed,” he said.

He refuted talk that there was a split in Kelantan Umo Youth.

"State Umo Youth chief Rujhan Salleh has told nme that there is no such
thing," he said.
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