20/ 04/ 2003

Hadi : Mal ays still the core of politics

THIS is a translated excerpt of our interview with Terengganu Menteri
Besar and Pas acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, which was
conducted in Bahasa Ml aysi a.

NST: On behal f of the New Sunday Tines and Berita M nggu, |let nme begin
by extending ny gratitude to you for agreeing to this neeting. What
| essons should Muslinms and Mal ays learn fromlraqg?

Hadi: An inportant lesson is that the true saviour of the unmah is Islam
and not any foreign ideology. W see that the Arabs were saved by Islam
not Arab nationalism |Islam successfully shaped Arab society, which was
known for its ignorance, disunity and nyriad weaknesses, transformng it
into a magjor world power, including Baghdad, which was the centre of a
supreme and dominant civilisation in the history of mankind

The fall of the Abassiyah Governnment in Baghdad was caused by them
abandoning Islam Today, we see how disunited they are, even when they are
in a desperate state, threatened by their enemes. This shows that only
I slam can unite the Arabs.

NST: In Islam there is no government of rulers but a caliphate. Wy do
the Muslim Arabs have rul ers?

Hadi: |slam recogni ses governnents irrespective of whether by ruler
caliph or president. Wiat is inportant is that a governnent is fair and
hol ds All ah's governnment suprene.

NST: What has hit Iraq shows how weak the Muslins are today. The Mislim
world is not united. The Arabs thenselves are not united. Is it proper,
then, for Saudi Arabia to continue being the protector of the holy places
of Mecca and Medi na?

Hadi: In ny view, we cannot point to any country in the Muslimworld. It
is the collective responsibility of the entire Miuslim nation to assess
itself and eval uate past nistakes, so that we are no |longer used by
ot hers.

W are a people to whom Allah has given the nmost glorious faith. W have
vast manpower, with nore than a billion Mislins worldwi de. W are given
the richest places on earth.

W have experts anmong us, sonme of whom are working in the United States
and Europe. Unfortunately, they do not want to return to their honel and

NST: This is a brain drain.

Hadi: This is happening. Wiy? W are not benefiting. Look at our own
country. An expert who does not agree with the Governnent is sidelined
pressured. ...

We cannot have differences of opinion in sone areas, but we can in
others. In sone things, we nust be united, and in sone, we can argue. The
problemis that we can't tell the wood fromthe trees. This is the problem
not only anmong Muslinms but also the Arab countries thensel ves

NST: Is Pas still firmly for the concept of an Islamc theocracy, with
no conprom se for Malaysia's plural society?

Hadi : Yes, that has been the foundation of our struggle since Pas was
formed. A plural society is an objective derived froman Islamc nation,
which is the message of Islam for the whole of nankind

NST: Sonme feel that Miuslins are weak in know edge and technol ogy,
because |slam enphasi ses duties and obligations (fardhu ain). W place too
much inmportance on "twi gs over trees", form over substance, and not on
know edge.



Hadi: | disagree, because |eaves cannot be separated from twi gs, tw gs
cannot be separated from branches, branches cannot be separated from stens
and stens cannot be separated from roots.

We see how Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon Him) started the devel opnent
of Muslins through the devel opnment of hunmanity. Human bei ngs thensel ves
can be devel oped, given know edge and virtuous behaviour.

W see how the Quran was reveal ed, beginning with the Iqra', "read in
the name of God". This is not just a part of the doctrine, a part of the
religion, of this world of drinking and eating, of science and technol ogy.

What is happening today is that the Wst has overwhelnmed Islanmic
civilisation.

NST: Pas was with Barisan Nasional on Ml aysia' s stand on the Iraq war.
Wuldn't it be nice if both sides took a common stand on other issues,
especially those concerning Ml ays and |sl anf?

Hadi: | said at a neeting with the Press Qub that if the US wants to
interfere in Ml aysian affairs such as asking that Dr Mahathir steps down,
Pas and | will defend him

Dr Mahathir may step down if he wishes. It's up to him W do not want
the US telling himto. This is clear. W do not want outside interference

But in our domestic affairs, we would, of course, want to give our views
for the good of the country. In our internal affairs, we need diverse
principled views to nake proper assessnents.

This is denpbcracy. W have to respect denocracy. There is nothing wong
with this openness.

NST: On the issue of Sekolah Aganma Rakyat: Pas is reacting as though all
religious schools have been affected by the decision to stop funding these
schools. The truth is that many SAR are still receiving aid. Religious
schools run by Umo are also affected. Wiy did Pas politicise the issue?

Hadi: This is bigger than politics because it is obligatory for every
Musl i m man and woman to learn the religion (fardu ain). Studying other
fields of know edge is also obligatory (fardu kifayah). It is not
conpul sory (wajib) for every person to be a doctor or an engineer. But it
is conpul sory for everyone to learn the religion

Rel i gi ous education is continuous. The learning of fardu kifayah is not
di srupted. This is why we are defendi ng SAR

The Governnent should help these schools and not stop funding them
Al 't hough the Covernnent said that it would not close them as the Prine
M ni ster has stated, stopping the funds leads in that direction.

Also, | read in the nedia that the US has been interfering in the
world's centres of Islanmic learning. | am worried that there is a Wstern-
sponsored agenda to erode the credibility and dignity of Mislins and
I sl am

NST: But Dr Mahathir is well known to have opposed the US. How can it be
said that it is as though he has given his blessings to the US action?

Hadi: Not everything Dr Mahathir does is right. He nakes nistakes too. |
support himin his opposition to the US and in his foreign policies.

I laud the Prime Mnister for his anti-US policies, in his rejection of

IMF aid. | admired his action in rejecting that. W did not need the | M
for our economic recovery. That was one action that | agreed with.
But | find his action undenocratic in the SAR issue and in the

wi t hdrawal of schol arships for students who support Pas, or of assistance
from anyone sinply because he supports an opposition party.

NST: After a year as Pas acting president, there is concern that the
noderate i mage of Pas under the late Datuk Fadzil Noor will becone
radical. Your reluctance to withdraw the Amanat Haji Hadi (Hadi's decree)
has raised scepticism

Hadi: | feel that this is a typical political gimmck. The opposition



(to Pas) will always play on an issue to erode the people's support. But
the people around us know and understand better. That is why from 1978 to
1982, the mpjority vote for me has been increasing, not reducing as votes
el sewhere

NST: Is it true that, since the last general election, a new group of
younger Pas nenbers has been attenpting to sideline the ulana who had been
the core of the party struggle?

Hadi: It is not true that the younger professionals who join Pas are
trying to renove the ulama. They are preserving the foundation of Islamc
struggle. Trying to renmove the ulama would not be consistent with their
true struggle and participation in Pas.

NST: Conpared with the first two years of Pas rule in Terengganu, the
peopl e seem to have changed. W hear of alleged weaknesses in the State's
adnmi ni stration.

Hadi: If we are accused of having weaknesses, these are inherited from
the previous Governnent. We cannot overcone themin two or three years.

However, we have been successful in other areas. W have overcone the
probl em of poverty through |and. W have been able to settle 50,000 new
| and applications.

We have al so resolved the problem of illegal settlers. Qur progranme for
the poor must have an objective. It nust not be undertaken just because of
an el ection.

During the early stages of our planning, when we received RWM30 mllion
in royalty, we increased the allocation for the poor by 100 per cent.
Those who received RMLOO got RMR00, those who received RML50, then got
RMB00. This was shortterm

Qur long-term plan is based on agriculture. Although we don't have the
resources, we are getting them from zakat (tithe) contributors

Zakat collections increased fromRML1 million in 1999, RM21 nmillion in
2000, RMR27 million in 2001, to RM34 mllion |last year.

W also get revenue from land prem uns. The people, therefore, work hard
on their land because they know the Government needs the nobney.

Al so 15 governnent departnments have been awarded | SO 9000. Anpong themis
the Forestry Departnent, a very critical departnment, which received it
about two weeks ago fromthe Primary Industries Mnister. Qur |land office
is the best in Ml aysia.

Terengganu has the | owest incidence of dengue in the country. This
proves that our health |evel has increased and this is a success.

Neverthel ess, we realise that we still have weaknesses that need to be
overcome. This cannot be denied.

NST: \What nore needs to be done?

Hadi: Anmong themis that we want unity in society. For exanple, when we
took over the State Governnent, we did not imediately sack the JKKK
(vill age devel opnent and security committee) nenbers appointed by the
previous CGovernnent. We waited until their terms expired.

Then we set up JSR (People's Syura Conmittee) in which we included Umo
menbers.

It was the same when we realised that 80 per cent of npbsque inmans in
Terengganu were from Umo. We did not sack a single one of them not I|ike
when our people were sacked during Umo's tinme. W have recalled them and
made them new imans. This is one way of establishing harnbny in society.

NST: People say that Pas' victories in the last general election were
because Umo supporters voted for Pas due to several factors then. They
say today Terengganu Umo seens to be rejuvenated. What are the chances
for Pas in the next general election?

Hadi: Pas' strength is the party's strength. Umo's strength is aided by
t he government nmachi nery, w thout which Umo is weak. If we | ook at any



one election seat since 1959 until 1995, we see the BN or Alliance in
Terengganu winning with a small majority.

The votes given to Pas were votes from nenbers or supporters. In 1995
we won seven of 32 seats. BN won with najorities of Iess than 1,000. The
fence-sitters were the determning voters.

W all know Umo controls the nedia

NST: Sone nedia only.

Hadi: (laughs) They control the governnent nachinery, the nedia
especially the electronic nmedia. Television goes into every hone.
Programres such as Kel antan Dal am Gerhana in Kel antan, Terengganu Kita, go
into every home.

We depend on ceramahs and ceranahs depend on police permts. Despite

this, we can still nmove. So, we depend on the true strength of our party.
Umo is dependent on Governnent help. That is why | am confident. Wen
we were not the CGovernnent, we could still nobve ahead. So when we are the

Government, we are in a nore confortable position. Wiat nore now that our
successes are known to the people?

NST: What about from the national perspective? Can Pas increase its
support in other districts?

Hadi: Based on the 1999 general election, according to our follow up
survey, about 60 per cent of Malay voters support us

BN depends on votes from non-Mislins and non-Mal ays. What is inportant
is for us to defend these votes.

From the response we get outside Terengganu, we see our support rising
especi ally anong new voters - those who are educated, who can think for
t henmsel ves.

NST: What about support from the non- Ml ays, the 40 per cent of the
popul ati on who are not Mislins?

Hadi: We realise that there is a need for unity in a plural society, and
for the Governnent to have mpjority support because total support is not
possi bl e.

W have to show the successes of Kelantan and Terengganu, especially in
being fair to non-Mislins. These have been shown.

But we see changes in the non-Mislimvotes and in the Governnment's
pani cky state, so nuch so the BN forced the MCA to take over Nanyang Siang
Pau and China Press so that these newspapers can be controll ed.

Thi s was because these papers had been so open. In fact, they
interviewed me nmuch earlier on. Berita Mnggu and New Sunday Tines are
only doing it now.

NST: Wiat type of Islamic state does Pas wish to set up in Ml aysia?

Hadi: An Islanmic state that displays justice in a plural society. And we
hope that our society's non-Mislins give us a chance to show I sl am w t hout
us forcing themto.

If non-Muslinms can see that Islamis not just about hudud but about the
econony, about |land and other laws, | believe that they will accept Islam
as a national policy while they remain believers of other faiths. They are
not forced to enbrace Islam

NST: Pas is opposed by the DAP over an Islamc state. How can Pas co-
operate with a party that is against its struggle?

Hadi: That is DAP's right. Qur co-operation is in the elections to
defeat the BN. W realise that the Ml ays continue to be at the core of
nati onal politics. This cannot be denied. If Umo |oses, then Pas wins. If
Umo wi ns, Pas |oses.

In an environment where Pas has nore seats than Umo, it is not
i mpossi ble that other parties can form the Governnent with Pas. Wat is
inmportant is to focus on strategically controlling Muslim seats. This is
an open strategy. Actually, this cannot be told to people (Ilaughs).



NST: Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi will take over the |eadership of
the country in Novenber. Wat are your hopes for Abdullah?

Hadi : | hope that Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi will continue with sonme of
the things that Dr Mahathir has done - a foreign policy that does not bow
to the US, on the I MF and ot her inportant policies.

I hope for sone changes in the country, for a nore denocratic
environnent that allows the Cpposition to nove without any obstacles to
hol di ng ceranahs, wi thout any adm nistrative restrictions that cause
problens to States run by the Qpposition

NST: What about your views of Dr Mahathir? Any nessage to the PMwho is
st eppi ng down after 23 years?

Hadi: It is up to himto step dowmm. As | have said, if he is stepping
down because of outside pressure, | don't agree. But if he is doing so to
find peace of mind, it is up to him

NST: M ght Pas and Umo ever work together again, as they did after My
13, 1969?

Hadi: That was a tenporary liaison, when we were together in overcom ng
i ssues. But on the principle of upholding the glory of Islam | feel it is
too difficult to be united.

Thi s needs a nuzakarah, which Pas once proposed, involving party |eaders
with expertise in all fields. Then we can discuss. W need to realise that
the existence of diverse parties is sonething positive, so that we have
checks and bal ances.

NST: Does this nean that Pas will not close the door to co-operation?

Hadi: That is our responsibility in facing threats, wars or comon
probl ems. Where we agree, we are not closing our doors.
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