09/ 02/ 2003

Honda ups the stakes

Azl an Rami i

HONDA plans to becone a key player in the Asean region with the

i ntroduction of its new manufacturing and assenbly facility in Pegoh,
Mal acca.

Wth the capacity to produce 20,000 units a year, the RML70 mllion
facility was opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on
Jan 30.

The plant is divided into three zones - the main plant for notor vehicle
assenbly activities and auxiliary buildings, a Constant Velocity Joint
(CVJ) factory and a conpletely built-up (CBU) pre-delivery operation
centre.

Honda's seni or nanagi ng and representative director Katsuro Suzuki said
the conpany hopes to integrate the plant into its Asean production
net wor k.

Suzuki added that by end of this year, Honda expects to have in place
Asean's nost conpetitive and conprehensive autonobile production network
which will play an increasingly inportant role in its "Made by dd obal
Honda" initiative.
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