01/ 08/ 2003

Honouring sacrifices of soldiers

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - The nation today celebrated Warriors' Day to honour
the contributions and sacrifices of soldiers who died while carrying out
their duties.

In the Federal capital, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
laid a weath at the National Mpnunment followed by Defence Forces chief
Jen Tan Sri Mhd Zahidi Zai nuddin and Deputy Inspector-General of Police
Dat uk Seri Mdhd Bakri Omar.

Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, ministers and foreign diplomts
al so attended.

Fornmer arny chiefs and servi cenmen who served during the Japanese
Qccupation in the early 1940s also paid their respects.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir inspected a guard-of-honour mounted by menbers of
the Royal Malay Reginent.

Patriotic songs were aired and a poem entitled Pahlawan (Warrior) was
al so recited.

In Penang, the day was commenorated with Universiti Sains Mlaysia
becomng the first university in the country to plant seven wooden peace
poles on its main canpus in M nden.

The 2.5mlong four-sided peace pol es, nade of cengal enmas wood, were
handcrafted with a nmessage "May Peace Prevail On Earth" in Bahasa Ml aysia
and six other |anguages - English, Russian, French, Arabic, Spanish and
Chi nese.

Vi ce-chancel | or Professor Datuk Dzulkifli Abdul Razak said to
commenorate the occasion, they agreed to change the nane of a canpus road,
Jal an Universiti, to Jalan Patriotisne.

Al so present was USM deputy vice-chancellor (student affairs) Associate
Prof Datuk Jaral udi n Mohai di n.

In Ipoh, Sultan of Perak Sultan Azlan Shah | aunched the event at the
Perak administrative building. Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli
Gnhazali was al so present.

Fifteen contingents of 30 nenbers stood solemly at attention as the
| ast post was sounded to renmenber those fallen in the course of duty.

Mej Uzir Abdullah from the Second Royal Ranger Reginent |ed the parade
of the various contingents, which conprised the arny, police, firenen,
cadets and other uniformed bodies. A representative of the police read a
poem as a tribute to the men and wonen who died serving the country.

In Shah Alam Sultan of Selangor Sultan Sharafuddin |Idris Shah inspected
a guard-of-honour and later laid the weath at the Selangor nenori al
nonunent .

He was acconpanied by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhd Khir Toyo.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustam said the State had
al | ocated RMbO, 000 for the exservicenmen fund.

The State Governnent was committed to ensuring fornmer arned forces and
police personnel were well taken care of, he said.

In Kual a Terengganu, the 18th Regi ment of the Royal Ml ay Arnmy battalion
held a tahlil (special prayers) to comenorate the occasion.

Its commanding Officer, Lt-Kol Rosli Abdul Rahman, said 300 officers and
the rank and file attended the prayers at Al -Ansar npbsque in Seri Pantai
canp, Seberang Takir.

In Kota Baru, nore than 200 people attended the event at Padang Merdeka.
Present were Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mit, executive



councillors, police chief Datuk Mhd Najib Abdul Aziz and Ei ghth Brigade
commander Brig Jen Zul kifeli Mhd Zain.

Ni k Aziz recited the doa and later laid the weath at the warrior's
nonumnent .

In Kota Kinabalu, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmadshah Abdullah | ed the
laying of weaths at the State Monunent at the Tropical Rainforest Park.

O hers who laid weaths were Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Tham Nyip Shen,
who represented Chief Mnister Datuk Miusa Aman, and Fifth Infantry Brigade
Conmmander Brig-Jen Datuk Yasin Yahya.
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