12/ 08/ 2003
Hosting international neeting a first for Swazil and

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

NEVER has Swazil and, a kingdom with a population of 1,123,605 hosted an

i nternational conference but tonorrow, King Mswati |Il, the head of state,
wi Il host nore than a dozen heads of state and government from Ml aysi a
and southern and eastern Africa when the Smart Partnership D al ogue
convenes for the sixth time in Africa.

They have held regional conferences in the past but a dialogue of such
nature, which brings together several high-profile |eaders such as Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, President Robert Migabe of
Zi mhabwe and President O usegun Cbasanjo of Nigeria, is a first for
Swazi | and.

The dialogue is held at a tinme the world is seeing a new world order
emerging following the United States' invasion of lraq while locally, the
Swazi Governnent is facing mounting pressure to reformits constitution.

At one stage, the organisers were unsure whether the Swazi Covernment
was able to hold the dialogue due to a wave of protests by the opposition
and NGGs.

But after a national conference was held to discuss the constitutional
change, which the King and Queen Mdther personally attended two nonths
ago, the Swazi Governnent gai ned support to proceed with the dial ogue
which is also known as the Southern Africa International D alogue (SAID).

"Poor people came up to show their support. Some offered goats as a
contribution,” said an official.

Dr Mahathir, who has been instrunental in getting the African |eaders to
the discussion table through the dial ogue since 1996, will arrive in
Moabane, the Swazi capital, early tonorrow norning.

The Prime Mnister initiated the Langkawi International Dialogue (LID)
in 1995 bringing together the Government and the private sector to devel op
the smart partnership concept but when |eaders of the devel opi ng econom es
in Asia, southern and eastern Africa and the Caribbean took part in the
second LID in 1995, the concept gained recognition and worried nmany.

Some European countries were concerned about the possible econonic
inpact as a result of the co-operation between |eaders fromthese regions.

This pronpted Dr Mahathir to dismiss the claim by certain quarters that
Mal aysia wanted to be a godfather to sone African countries via smart
partnership fora.

Presi dent Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano of Mobzanbi que al so assured the
Western countries that they had nothing to worry about because the LID and
SAI D were "not agai nst anybody"”.

"The novenent hopes to find ways to nmake the world a better place. The
West and others could share their views with the novement,"” said Chissano.
At the 2001 SAID, President Yoweri Miseveni of Uganda had brushed aside
concerns of the West that the dialogue was a conspiracy agai nst others.
"W are not neeting here to conspire to rule the world; we are neeting

here to survive in the world," he had said.

Tonorrow s dialogue at Enulzini Valley will be the 12th snart
partnership dialogue to be held since its inception. Six were held in
Langkaw .

At this dialogue, the leaders will discuss how to enhance gl obal co-
operative security through smart partnership dialogues. They will search
for common ground on international order, tolerance and collective
responsibility and collective action for a safer world.



For the Swazi Governnent, the dialogue is significant. The |eaders of
Swaziland will tap the thoughts of their smart partners on how to handle
their current problens of balancing tradition with nodernity.

The discussion will not only involve the |eaders. The Queen Mdther and
Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali will also attend the parallel sessions
to exchange views and share their experiences on the issue.

Politicians, civil servants, trade unions |eaders, nedia and culture
groups and young leaders will also give input on how Swazil and coul d
handl e "traditi on versus nodernity".

Dr Mahathir will deliver his speech tonorrow at the opening dinner. But
will it be his last smart partnership dial ogue?

Appeal s are expected fromthe African |eaders for himto continue
sharing his thoughts with them in future dialogues after his retirenent
this COctober.

The | eaders are expected to pay tribute to Dr Mahathir who has assisted
them in changing the social, political and econonic |andscapes of their
countries through the dial ogues.

He has hel ped change the attitude of their governnents toward many
things, including globalisation, the roles of governnents, private sector
and trade unions and foreign direct investments and why they need to
"prosper thy nei ghbour".
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