01/11/ 2003
House bids enptional farewell to Dr Mahathir

V. Anbal agan
IT was an enotional farewell for Datuk Seri (now Tun) Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
in Parlianment on Thursday.

Menbers of his administration, backbenchers and opposition nmenbers cane
out in full force as Dr Mahathir, who was then still Prime Mnister and
Fi nance M nister, was scheduled to answer queries during the one-hour
question tine.

Dr Mahathir also tabled the Eighth Malaysia Plan mid-term review

The public gallery was full as Barisan Nasional |eaders, captains of
i ndustries and political observers wanted to witness a historic event. Not
to nention the presence of the foreign nmedia which expected Dr Mahathir to
provide themw th a good story.

True to the expectation of the nedia fraternity, Dr Mahathir, dubbed as
t he spokesman for poor and devel opi ng nations, touched on the subject of
denocr acy.

He said the system although widely practised in many countries should be
tailored to suit local conditions and that the West, which has "devel oped"
the denocratic practices over the last 200 years still encountered
probl ens.

"Even then, they are not free fromthe flaws of the system" Dr Mhathir
sai d, adding that denobcracy could not be equated to religion. He said the
West associated the system to individual freedom and rights of mnority,

t hereby denying the rule of the majority.

He said Ml aysia accepted the freedom of expression as practised under
the system but was well aware that there could be riots if racial
sentiments were not checked.

"Denocratic values, life and property cannot be protected if there were
nobs. "

Dr Mahathir, who took about 45 mnutes of question tinme, did not mnce
his words against the Opposition for using religion and msinterpreting
the Quran for their personal gain.

He described Mohd Nasir Che Daud (Pas-Kuala Krai) as singing the tune of
Westerners when the opposition nenber used the term "tyranny of the
majority” to criticise the BN Government.

He invited Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP-Kepong) to join the BN which nade
decisions in a rational and harnoni ous manner.

Al though it was fasting nonth, the 77-year-old Dr Mahathir had the
stanmina to read out the md-termrevi ew speech for about two hours and
fifteen mnutes.

At the end of the Press conference and a photography session with MPs,
Speaker Tun Mhaned Zahir Ismail and Dewan Negara President Tan Sri Dr
Abdul Hamid Pawanteh were there to send off Dr Mhathir.

Zahir said next week Dr Mahathir woul d be a backbencher and his Kubang
Pasu seat would be next to Tun Chafar Baba (BN Batu Berendam), a forner
Deputy Prinme Mnister.

"W will be naking adjustnments to seating arrangenents because the House
will be in session until Nov 11," he said.

Zahir, who has been Speaker from 1982, said Cct 30, 2003, would be well
remenbered as Dr Mahathir concluded his duty in the House by delivering an
i nportant policy speech a day before retiring.

"Hi s speech on denocracy and rights of majority was good food for
t hought," he said.



Deputy Information M nister Senator Datuk Zai nuddin Maidin, a former
journalist, said events in the past week only indicated that there was a
smooth transition of power to Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .

Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Mel aka) said although Dr Mahat hir had been at
the helm for 22 years, it looked as if he had not overstayed his wel cone.

"The nessages and tributes to himby the rakyat and | eaders are a strong
i ndication that he and his |eadership will be very nmuch nissed," he said.

The House on Wednesday al so approved anendnents to the Election Ofences
Act 1954 and El ection Act 1958.

During the debate Datuk Miustafa Ali (Pas-Dungun) took a swi pe at fornmer
Semangat 46 president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (BN Gua Miusang) who was in
the House then for rejoining Umo.

Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
during the winding up of the debate retaliated by nmaking a scathing remark
agai nst Must af a.

He said Pas |leaders like the late Tan Sri Asri Mida supported Unmo and
hel d Governnent positions when the party joined the BN in 1974,

"Must af a should not forget his past when he too was a nenber of the
Governnment administration from 1974 until Pas left the coalition in 1977,"
he said.

For the record, Mustafa is a fornmer parlianentary secretary to the
Mnistry of Trade and Industry and |later deputy mnister of Science,
Technol ogy and Environnent.
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