25/ 05/ 2003

Housi ng devel opment in Penang not bal anced, says Dr Mahathir

PENANG, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is concerned
t hat housing devel opnent in the State is not balanced, resulting in sone
people living in pre-war conditions.

Having had a first-hand | ook at several places on the island this
norning, he said there were still many wooden houses simlar to those
whi ch he renmenbered seeing in the 1950s.

"I find the houses very unconfortable. This shows that while the State
has enjoyed trenendous devel opnent, there are still those who have been
| eft behi nd.

"This should not happen since devel opnment programmes in nmany parts of
the State, including on the island, have been carried out well," he said
when [ aunching a reclamation project along the coastline in Tanjung Tokong
for Tanjung Pinang Devel opnent Sdn Bhd (TPD).

TPD has been granted the exclusive right to reclaimand devel op 397
hectares off the Tanjung Tokong coastline, five kilonmetres north of George
Town.

The conpany, which will carry out the RVb billion m xed devel opnent
project on the reclained land, is 70 per cent owned by Permaijana R bu (M
Sdn Bhd, while the remaining equity is jointly held by Koperasi Gabungan
Negeri Pul au Pinang and Penang Devel opnent Cor poration

Present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, his deputy Datuk Dr
H |l m Yahaya and TPD director Datuk Dr Ni k Mohd Kanel N k Hassan.

Dr Mahathir said he noticed the inbalance in the housing sector while
driving with Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei along the Tanjung Tokong-
Batu Ferringhi tourist belt.

The Sultan, who arrived yesterday, is here on a three-day working visit.
Dr Mahathir and the Sultan had earlier gone horseback riding in Tel ok
Bahang.

The Prime Mnister said during the drive through the wi nding roads of
Batu Ferringhi, he saw many tall buildings, including hotels and | uxury
hones.

"l have not been to this part of the island for a long tine. Wile the
area has been devel oped, the devel opnment programre nust be bal anced,” he
sai d.

He was pleased with TPD, which would provide adequate | ow and nedi um
cost housing for the people.

"This is how things work in Ml aysia. The rich help the poor."

Dr Mahathir al so suggested that State planners incorporate old
architectural features in their devel opment and housing programes to meke
them nore attractive

On the reclamation project, he said he liked the idea of building
i slands for the proposed devel opnent.

"Penang island was shaped like a turtle with four legs, but reclanmation
work has changed its outline. | will visit this place again, not as the
Prime Mnister, and hope the project will be successful.'
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