26/ 11/ 2003

Huge turnout at Pak Lah's open house

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The first Hari Raya open house hosted by Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi as Prime Mnister saw a huge public turnout

The event, held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, had different races
enjoying a good spread of food am d gaily decorated surroundi ngs.

Housi ng and Local CGovernnent Mnister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said the
turnout of about 70,000 people was an indication of Abdullah's popularity
and the public's eagerness to know him better.

"I"'mglad there are so many people here, fromall races and wal ks of
life. It shows that the Prime Mnister is also a people-friendly |eader,"
said Ong when net at the open house.

Ong, who is also MCA president, extended Hari Raya greetings to all
Muslins and said he was happy that Mal aysi ans of other races could join in
the cel ebrations.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said he was pleased to see the
huge turnout.

"It's times like these when all the races are cel ebrating together, both
Musl i ms and non- Musl i ns.

"This is proof that we live in harnmony in a peaceful country," Na
jib said.

Wrks Mnister and MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said he was
gl ad Abdul | ah was carrying on the tradition of holding open house as a way
to unite all Ml aysi ans.

Sany Vel lu said Ml aysians should also thank former Prine Mnister Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for creating the open house culture which hel ped
foster the Bangsa Mal aysia identity.

"Havi ng open house unites the races. W are able to celebrate al
religious festivals regardless of race," Sany Vellu said

Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said Ml aysi ans should use Hari Raya
as an occasion to appreciate the peace and harnony Ml aysi ans enjoyed

"We've nmany things to be thankful for, that we can keep terrorism at
bay, that we have unity and tolerance in this country," he said.

Donmestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin
extended Hari Raya greetings to all suppliers and business people in the
country who had hel ped the rakyat (people) get their provisions at
reasonabl e prices under the controlled price list.

He said the mnistry would continue to nonitor the situation, adding
that the percentage of those who flouted the controlled itens price list
was very small.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir said he hoped all Muslinms were holding their own open house and
invited their non-Mislim friends.

"It doesn't have to be a big open house, what's inportant is that they
invite people of all races. Wile we enjoy and cel ebrate, we can al so
strengthen unity," he said.

Abdul | ah had used PWIC in previous years as the venue for his Hari Raya
open house, while he was Deputy Prinme Mnister.

In keeping with the spirit of Hari Raya, some non-Mislim Cabi net
m nisters, deputies and menbers of Parliament chose to go ethnic and
donned traditional Malay clothes.

O hers at the open house were Information Mnister Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob, Science, Technol ogy and Environnment Mnister Datuk Seri Law Hieng



Di ng, Rural Devel opment M nister Datuk Azm Khalid and Merbok MP Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n.
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