26/ 07/ 2003
Humility brings respect

Bri dget Menezes

| REFER to the letter by Datuk Dr Alex Delilkan (NST, July 14), | too w sh
to express ny concern over the death of the conjoined twins fromlran. The
arrogance and ego that he tal ked about does not only apply to the medica
profession but, unfortunately, all professions. Wen a person is egoistic
or arrogant, his judgnent is clouded and the decision he nmakes can have

di sastrous results.

On the other hand, hunmility is a great virtue and draws others. A very
good exanple is Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. On
a recent trip to Japan, he praised Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad and declined to speak about hinself.

He admitted that he did not know the answers to sone of the questions
peopl e asked him but told themthat he would reply if they wote to him
Listening with humlity and valuing the advice of others has naturally
earned him respect.

To love sinple things is to be hunble. It means to respect all that life
presents to you and to appreciate and value everything. If we |ook at the
history of the world, we will find that all great nen were truly hunble
Val ues practised quietly are nuch nore inpressive than those that are
advertised.

Parting thought for reflection: As we mature spiritually, there is |less
need to have our own self-respect bol stered by prai se and speci al
attention.
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