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| mpl ement resol utions i Mmediately

June Rami i

THE O C should be serious when inplenenting resolutions nooted at sunmits
for the advancenment of the ummah, said Iranian anbassador to Ml aysia
Mohammad Ghasem Mohed Ali.

He said many resolutions that were discussed and agreed upon during
previous sunmits were all forgotten and becane a thing of the past once
the head of states and del egates returned to their countries.

"OCis a diverse organisation with 57 Muslim countries comng in with
various interest to help the unmah. However, it is sad to know that it
| acks co-ordination," he said in an interview recently.

He said many resolutions that were drafted 20 to 30 years ago were still
"sitting on the table" w thout having any actions being taken to realise
the resolutions in the interest of the Mislins.

He said this was worrying as the OC was an international organisation
whi ch represented the voice of Muslinms worl dw de.

He said that efforts should be intensified to step up the efficiency of
the organisation to address pressing issues, in particular, terrorism

He said it was the "lackadaisical attitude" of the |eaders governing the
organi sation in previous years as the reason why nost resolutions were not
i mpl emented forcefully throughout the years.

"W hope the 10th O C Sunmit will cone up with new resol utions for
i mpl enentation as soon as possible to help overcone challenges facing the
unmmrah, " he said.

He said Muslins were either attacked, discrimnated or branded as
terrorist ever since the Sept 11, 2001 attacks in the United States.

"This nmade life difficult for nost Muslins as they were deprived and not
gi ven opportunities to voice out their opinions due to the tarnished inage
of Muslins."

He said the people suffered greatly from the wongdoings of a snall
group of extrem st who engaged terrorism based on deviationist teachings
for their own agendas.

The 49-year-old diplomat said terrorist and terrorism were present
everywhere and in other religions as well.

"It has nothing to do with religion. However, sone irresponsible parties
used Islamas a tool to spread their ideology, which is wong as Islamis
a religion of peace," he said, adding that it was the duty of Miuslins to
correct this m sperception.

On the resolution to be proposed by Iran during the neeting, he said:
"Irani an President Mhanmad Khatam nay likely propose a solution to solve
t he Pal estine issue once and for all."

Asked about the expertise that Mal aysia could offer at the OC sunmt,
he said: "Ml aysia has been doing well in recent years and has a good
relationship with many Mislim nations.

"In our opinion the main focus that OC has on Milaysia is to learn its
great achi evenents in econom c devel opnent because nmany Mislim countries
are devel opi ng nations."

O her than the econonic agenda, he said, the political agenda faced by
Musl ins worl dwi de was al so expected to be discussed at great length by the
| eaders, he said.

"Muslim | eaders of today face great challenges to uphold the umah and
O C can create a roomfor Miuslim |l eaders to gather and state their views
on ways to increase and inprove bilateral trades anbng Mislim nations.



"Trade anong Muslim countries is |less than five per cent and we need to
increase this percentage. Besides, tourism pronotions involving nenber
countries should also be increased,” he said, adding that Mislim nations
shoul d hel p each other to boost econony grow h.

Asked about WMal aysia playing host of the OC sumit for the first tine,
Mohammad Ghasem who would end his stint here next year, said:

"Itran is confident that Malaysia will be a good host despite the
| eadership reins of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad bei ng be
passed on to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi soon after the
summit. "

The Teheran-born anmbassador previously served as an advisor to the
Iranian vice mnister of Foreign Affairs, anbassador to Greece and al so
Foreign Affairs Mnistry director-general for Wst Asia.
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