01/ 09/ 2003

I ndependence offers no easy alternatives

IN his farewell Merdeka Day address, the Prinme M nister apol ogi sed for
speaki ng | onger than usual and for focusing on the problens of the Ml ays
None was needed. The liberty Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t ook once
again to express the many concerns on his mnd were matters of paranount

i mportance and national interest. He also need not apol ogise for dwelling
on the Malays for not having caught up with the other races despite many
years of affirmative action. Indeed, it needed to be highlighted, so
crucial is the question of the economic parity of the Ml ays vis-a-vis the
non- Mal ays to the well-being of the nation in future.

As Dr Mahathir put it four years ago, "Tracing the cause of racia
aninosity to the extrene disparity in the distribution of wealth between
the races, an affirmative action policy, the New Econom c Policy was
formul ated, by which special effort would be made to help the Ml ays and
ot her indi genous people catch up with the Chinese in the econonic field.
This was to be achieved by stinmulating economic growh so that from the
growm h portion a greater anpbunt could be allocated to the indigenous
people.”" |If the massive econonic inequality between the races had been
allowed to persist, it would have undermined unity and led to political
and social instabilty.

The facts and figures attest that while the Ml ays have increased their
share of the econonmic cake since 1970, this has not been at the expense of
anyone el se, but because of economic growh and new opportunities. Yet
despite herculean efforts, the Ml ays continue to underachieve

Dr Mahathir's |ast Merdeka address contained a warning: that the
protection of independence and conti nued soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent
required a level of commtnment that brooked no easy way out. Since the
restructuring objective of the NEP remai ns unfinished, the Ml ays were
urged again to reflect on their shortcom ngs, to acquire positive val ues
and attitudes such as determ nation, patience, discipline and hard work,
and, above all, to practise the true teachings of Islam As he has said
before, "Allah does not help those who do not help thenselves, tie the
canel and then leave it to Hm W have indeed to help ourselves, to tie
our camels.” Neither Allah nor the world owes the Malays a living. They
nust rise to take up Dr Mahathir's |atest chall enge
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