21/ 02/ 2003

Indian firns hope to boost ties with nenber States

I NDI AN conpani es participating in the two-day NAM Busi ness Forum are
| ooking to boost existing relations with Ml aysia and ot her NAM nenber
countries.

The 25-nenber del egation, conprising menbers of the Confederation of
I ndian I ndustry (Cll), is also keen to forge business links with Ml aysia
in sectors other than the construction industry.

The head of the confederation's Malaysia office, R Sathish, yesterday
said the Indian conpanies were also interested to acquire know edge from
Mal aysi an conpanies in areas |like information technol ogy hardware and
know edge- based industries.

"I ndi an conpani es, nmeanwhile, can offer their expertise in conputer
software, " he said.

"We hope to use the forum as a platform where |ndian conpanies can
interact directly with NAM nenbers,” Sathish said.

A total of 600 delegates are due to attend the forum organised by the
Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute, in association with the Foreign
M nistry and Ml aysia Sout h- South Associ ation.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will present a keynote
address on "Building a New Wrld Oder - Sustaining Peace, Sharing d oba
Prosperity" when he opens the forum at the Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel on
Sunday.

In the evening, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi
will attend a "Celebration of Peace" dinner at the sane hotel, where peace
candles will be Ilit.
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