18/ 09/ 2003

I ndi an Trade Exhibition to be held in KL after 15-year | apse

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - After a lapse of 15 years, an Indian Trade Exhibition
will be held here to showcase fashion, entertainnent, cuisine and business
opportunities in a bid to foster greater bilateral trade and ties between
India and Mal aysi a.

Entitled "Incredible India 2003", the exhibition will be held at the
Putra World Trade Centre fromDec 2 to 6.

A followup of the last exhibition held 15 years ago, it is set to woo
entrepreneurs from various sectors in both countries.

"I't will create opportunities in various sectors and allow both
countries to co-operate and find new markets in various areas," |ndian
Hi gh Commi ssioner to Malaysia Veena Sikri told a Press conference today.

The event is organised by India Trade Pronotion Organisation (I1TPO,
I ndian Hi gh Conmissioner to Ml aysia, The dothing Manufacturers
Associ ation of India (CMAl), Federation of Indian Chanbers of Comerce and
I ndustry and Confederation of Indian Industry, with the support of the
Kual a Lunpur and Sel angor Indian Chanber of Commerce and Industry
(KLSI CCl) .

The partners of the event are Andhra Pradesh and Tami| Nadu, which will
be represented by their chief ninisters Chandra Babu Nai du and
J.Jayal alitha, respectively.

Veena said the exhibition was a continuation of the bilatera
rel ationship nooted by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and
Indian Prinme Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

"lIndia, under its |ook east policy, hopes to break into the South-East
Asi an mar ket through Mal aysi a.

Anmong the highlights of the exhibition will be the Ml aysian |ndian
busi ness forum which will bring in 50 to 60 businessnmen conprising chief
executive and seni or managenent officers from 200 prom nent conpanies in
I ndi a who are | ooking for business partners.

"The forumto be held on Dec 2 and 3 hopes to create a win-win situation
for both countries by providing one-to-one neetings and di scussions on
busi ness proposals,” said Veena

It will also focus on sectors such as healthcare and pharnmaceuti cal s,
infrastructure, financial services, trade, tourism entertainnent and
piracy.

"There will also be a segnent which will teach Ml aysians on how to

bring Informati on Comruni cati on Technology (ICT) to rural areas, as
successfully done in Tanm| Nadu," she said, adding that the exhibition

will be closed for business visitors fromDec 2 to 4.
However, the last two days will be open to the public to buy Indian
goods such as clothes and cosnetics that will be on sale.

Veena said placing for the exhibition had been fully booked with 1,000
conpani es havi ng regi stered.

Prior to the exhibition, an event which will showcase the Indian
entertai nment industry, fashion and Indian cuisine with an Islanic touch
will be held fromNov 30 to Dec 1.
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