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It's up to us to nmake things happen

Fel i x Abi sheganaden

WTH the many warm tributes to Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad still echoing

t hroughout the nation, there is general appreciation that besides the many
tangi bl e benefits he has bequeat hed us, he has also left us with one
priceless intangible gift: The joy of work

H's 22-year |egacy of service has taught us the art of the possible -
that [oving people and serving themis the greatest value in life. In the
process, he has done his utnost, both in word and deed, to npbtivate us to
become "no linmit" individuals.

Though trained as a nedical doctor, Dr Mahathir can hold his own in a
wi de variety of disciplines, ranging from engineering to e-comerce,
astronony, sport, and the liberal arts - to say nothing of internationa
politics.

Many of us may not have given it serious thought, but the Ml aysia Boleh
slogan is in fact, a highly-charged affirmati on designed to inject a
Positive Mental Attitude anbng us. The "believers"” will confirm that
affirmations with discipline do create niracles.

On i nnunerabl e occasions, Dr Mihathir has stressed the need for action,
for it is action that unites every great success. Action is what produces
results. In one of his many speeches to governnent servants he is reported
to have said words to this effect: "Know edge is only potential power
until it comes into the hands of sonmeone who knows how to get hinself to
take effective action.”

How often have we been caught in the nental trap of being inpressed by
many successful people and believe they nade it sinply because of certain
special gifts? But when you analyse their lives you will find that their
greatest gift over the others is just their ability to take action. It is
a gift we can all acquire, if we enjoy working at it.

For them and, indeed for all other entrepreneurs, there is no such thing
as failure. There are only results. They see the potential in situations,
not the roadbl ocks. They focus on the positive nore than the negative.

Li ke Dr Mahathir, they have discarded linmtations and operate from a
hi gher set of resources.

Thi nk about Abraham Lincoln. He failed in business at 21; was defeated
in a legislative race at 22; had a nervous breakdown at 27 follow ng the
death of a loved one, lost two congressional races at the 34 and 36 and
at the age of 45, lost a senatorial race. He failed in an effort to becone
vi ce-president at 47. Lost another senatorial race at 49 and at the age of
52 was el ected President of the United States. He woul d never have becone
president if he had viewed these events as failures

Then, there is the fanous story about that great inventor, Thonas
Edi son. After he had tried 9,999 tinmes to perfect the light bulb and
hadn"t succeeded, sonmeone asked him "Are you going to have 10,000
failures?" He answered: "I didn't fail. | just discovered another way not
to invent the electric light bulb."

There is much evidence to show that people who have attained excell ence
have foll owed a consistent path to success. Sone describe this as the
Utimate Success Formula. Going by this formula, the first step is to
define what exactly it is that you want.

The next step is to take the appropriate action. Wthout action your
desires will remain as desires. That's why it is inportant that you take
the type of action which you believe will produce the result you desire



Finally, it all boils down to a question of choice. And here | would
like to discuss the difference between the Japanese bonsai tree and the
gi ant Anerican "General Sherman"” that stands sone 80 netres high and
neasures 25 netres in circunference.

The bonsai remains snmall no matter how old it gets. In fact, the bonsai
only grows 35 to 45 centinetres tall.

When it pokes its head above the ground, the young sapling is pulled
fromthe soil and has its taproot and sone of the feeder roots tied. The
growth of the bonsai is deliberately stunted. The result is a miniature
tree.

The General Sherman, on the other hand, grows freely in the California
forest.

A major difference exists between the growi ng patterns of the Cenera
Sherman and the bonsai. The bonsai's growth is purposely stunted, while
the General Sherman, which started as a small seed in the rich California
soil, was nourished by the nminerals, rain and pleasant sunshine

Nei t her the General Sherman nor the bonsai had a choice in deternining
how | arge each woul d becone. You and | do.

* The witer, a forner journalist, is corporate conmmunications director
with Prestige Communi cations. Contact: felix@-prestige.com
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