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Integrated Islamc education system needs to be formalised

O hman Talib

WHEN the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, calls for reforms
i n Sekol ah Agama Rakyat, he sincerely wants Miuslinms to be self-reliant in
all aspects of life

No people who rely upon foreign experts in their nost critical affairs
can be actually sovereign. People who can't afford to cultivate their |and
to feed their hungry people, or have no nedicine to cure their patients
or only inport expertise to develop their heavy industry, can't be
i ndependent .

Miusl i ms need an educational system that neets the requirenents of nodern
life. They also should develop the capacity to wi sely nobilise and
distribute their resources.

This is why Islamis concerned with human resources and strives to
foster them physically, nmentally, spiritually, scientifically and
prof essi onal | y.

In order to achieve self-sufficiency, various streans should be co-
ordi nated. No aspect should be neglected at the expense of another.

Attention should not be paid, for exanple, to agriculture while industry
is neglected, or vice versa. W should not focus on producing only doctors
whil e engineers are forgotten

This is why we should lay enphasis upon pragmatismto identify the needs
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