04/ 10/ 2003

Irag to attend O C sunmit as nenber

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Iraqi Governing Council (1GC) will take part in
the Organisation of the Islam ¢ Conference sunmit as a nenber, not an
observer, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar said today.

The 1GC s participation is also no indicator of Malaysia's or the OC s
support for the United States' interference in the affairs of lrag, he
clarified.

Fol | owi ng the acknow edgenent of the 1GC by OC foreign mnisters at the
United Nations in New York two days ago, Ilraq will now attend the sunmit
as a nmenber, Syed Hami d said.

Mal aysi a had al so supported the nove to acknow edge the | GC

The O C would only acknow edge Iraq's participation as being
representative of the Iraqi people, and not the foreign power that was
occupyi ng the country.

"lraq is a menber. But this does not nean we acknow edge the US backing
of the interim adm nistration.

"The O C does not acknowl edge the US' role," he said at Menara Datuk Onn
after attending a neeting between Tinor Leste President Xanana Qusnao and
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi .

On who would lead the Iraqgi delegation to the sunmit, Syed Hanmid said
the person would be whoever was current chairman of the I GC, which rotates
t he post anmong council menbers.

Ahrmad Chal abi, initially thought to be Iraq's representative to the
sunmit, will no longer be attending as he ended his chairmanship of the
| G&C a few days ago, Syed Hami d sai d.

Until recently, it looked as if Iraq's seat at the O C summit would be
vacant as the country was considered an occupied land with no proper
Gover nment .

However, requests by the Arab League to include Iraq and the recent
devel opnent by the O C foreign mnisters have turned things in Iraq's
favour.

"W are not sidelining Iraqg fromthe O C because there was no request to
do so. So we will accept their representative at the OC sunmt,"” Syed
Ham d sai d.

On Gusnmao's call on Abdullah, Syed Hanmid said it was part of the Tinor
Leste president's unofficial visit to Ml aysi a.

Syed Hamid said the two | eaders discussed bilateral co-operation in
devel opnent and al so Asean issues. Tinor Leste is not a nmenber of Asean.

Mal aysia and Tinor Leste were also expected to sign a few agreenents
when Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad visits the country for
two days begi nning Cct 22.
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