19/ 08/ 2003
PM Malaysia will only play a role in Irag with UN nod

Carol yn Hong

MALAYSI A wi Il not send peacekeepers to Iraq or take part in any official
activity there without the sanction of the United Nations, Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said yesterday.

Responding to a question on the US request for peace-keeping forces from
Muslim and Arab countries, Dr Mahathir firmy ruled it out as far as
Mal aysi a was concer ned.

"I can't speak for other Islanmic countries but Ml aysia will have
nothing to do with anything that is being done in lrag that is not
sanctioned or initiated by the UN," he said at a joint Press conference
with Syrian Prine M nister Miustapha Mero on Sunday.

He said the US and Britain were being undenocratic for installing a
governing council in Iraq instead of allowing Iragis to elect their own
gover nment .

He said at another Press conference yesterday that nost Mislim countries
felt that the present method of setting up a government in Irag was not
correct.

He added that if powerful nations believed in denbcracy, they should
allow lragis to set up a governnment in any way they choose

Asked how he would like to contribute to the Miuslim umrah after his
retirenent, he said every Muslimcould contribute to the betternent of the
ummah w t hout having to hold any position

"I don't see a problem whatever | can do, | wll try to do."

He had earlier held a neeting with Mero following a norning neeting with
Presi dent Dr Bashar Al -Assad.

Asked to comment on the situation in the Mddle East, he said: "W are
very unhappy about the situation in this part of the world and believe
that the root cause is the creation of the Israeli state on Pal estinian
l and. "

He said that peace could only be achieved if Israel wthdrew conpletely
from occupi ed areas and allow Pal estinian refugees to return hone. After
that, there should be no nore attacks against civilians by Arab forces or
the Israeli Governnent.

He said he had spoken briefly to Dr Bashar on the M ddl e East peace
process. The US-engi neered road nmap to peace was inconplete as it
concerned Pal estine in isolation, he said.

"I't should also take into account countries around it, including Syria
and Lebanon," he said.

Asked if Malaysia would conply with a request by the US for the
extradition of the Ml aysian wife of captured Jemmah |slam yah | eader
Hanbal i Ri duan |samuddin, Dr Muhathir said it would decide if a request
was nmade and that there had not been any such request so far.

To a question on Malaysia's role in uniting the Muslimworld, Mero said
Mal aysia could play a significant role as it would be the chairman of the
Organisation of the Islamc Conference for three years from Cctober.

"Its stand is one that safeguards the higher conmon interest of the
whol e Islamic world," he said.

Mero said during his neeting with Dr Mahathir, he realised both of them
had identical opinions on many international issues

He said Syria wanted the Iraq problemto be resolved according to the UN
charter, and with the UN having a role that would help the lragis choose
their own political system and governnent.



The Non- Aligned Mvenent and O C, he said, should also "confront the
lies" against Arabs and Muslins, and interference in their affairs on the
pretext of fighting terrorismby sonme quarters.
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