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Irish classics to help Ml aysians with English

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - On the way to maki ng Mal aysi ans proficient in the
Engl i sh Language, assistance has cone from Ireland, hone to sone of the
worl d's best English witers.

The National Library of Ml aysia (NLM today received 150 books by
leading Irish authors, the likes of WB. Yeats, Janes Joyce, Oscar WIde,
Ceorge Bernard Shaw and Sean O Casey from the republic's Mnister for
Foreign Affairs, Brian Cowen, T.D

Cowen said after neeting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, he saw the great
enphasis placed on English by the Ml aysian Government for the country's
econom ¢ devel opnent.

He said Ireland shared a sinmlar situation to Ml aysia having received
English as a second | anguage, then reverting to the country's own | anguage
while at the same tine attenpting to build on its proficiency in English.

"In this respect our witers have hel ped greatly by gaining
i nternational recognition for Ireland through their witings in English.

"Four of our witers have won the Nobel Prize for Literature in recent
tinmes," he said after visiting the library as part of his five-day visit
to Malaysia from Jan 8.

The | MPAC Dublin International Literary Award, which is the richest for
a single work, offers a 100,000 euros (RMB50,000) prize for works in
English or translated works, he said.

Cowen said Ireland had strong ties with Malaysia and was willing to
offer its help to develop English proficiency in Ml aysia. Over 1,000
Mal aysi ans were studying in Ireland.

Li brary director-general Datuk Zaw yah Baba, said the good relationship
bet ween Mal aysia and Ireland was reflected in the National Library's close
ties with the Enbassy of Irel and.

"The enbassy under the |eadership of Daniel Ml hall has hel ped with book
donations, participation by the anmbassador in library progranmes and by
inviting us to participate in the Dublin international literary award

"We are currently working on the Ml aysian nom nations to be sent for
the award in 2004 together with I MPAC (M Sdn Bhd."

Zawi yah said the library was also keen to work with Ireland s Chester
Beatty Library in the matter of acquiring copies of Ml ay nmanuscripts kept
t here.

She said in view of the Government's enphasis on enriching English
usage, especially the call for civil servants to read English novels, the
library was strengthening its English fiction collection.

"This collection of classics and award w nni ng novels, works by well -
known authors and best sellers will be on loan to all governnent
department |ibraries through the bul k | oan schene.

"W have identified 150 titles (1,490 copies) to be acquired for
RM20O, 000 this year.

"These 150 books by Irish witers we have received today will definitely
be a useful addition to our collection."
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