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It's wise to listen nore often to Dr Mahathir

Sar ban Si ngh

THE way things are shaping up, the world ought to listen to fornmer Prine
M nister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad nore often. This is the man who was once
called a recalcitrant. He was unflatteringly called many other things,
especi ally when he announced neasures to counter the regional economc

sl omdown a few years ago.

Critics were aplenty, but Dr Mahathir did what he set out to do, and at
the end of the day, he was proven right in whatever he did or said. The
critics never | earned.

Dr Mahathir has never been selfish with advice. At the d obalisation
Forum in ki nawa on Tuesday, he gave out free prescriptions to several
"mal adi es" affecting the world.

He di spensed advice on the occupation of Iraqgq, nuclear threats from
North Korea, the relevance of American bases in Japan and South Korea
denocracy and the reformation of the United Nations

He tactfully fielded every question, meking himthe darling of the
forum His replies may have been short, but they were sharp

To begin with, Dr Mahathir said it was best US-led troops serving in
Iraq gracefully and gradually left the country and a United Nations-
mandat ed peacekeepi ng force replaced them

O herwi se, he cautioned, the soldiers of other countries serving in Iraq
woul d be attacked by the Iraqgi people who are unhappy with the presence of
the American and British troops.

Call it coincidence, but the very next day, 12 Italian soldiers were
killed when their base in Nassiriya was bonbed.

Dr Mahathir, who addressed the forumearlier in the day, won praise from
his fell ow speakers, including fornmer Russian president M khail Gorbachev
Increasingly, nmore Western scholars and academ cians are beginning to
accept Dr Mahathir's views on the Palestinian problem the reasons behind

the continued oppression of Muslins and terrorism

During the panel discussion, Dr Mahathir said that the world is beset
with problens today because of people or countries seeing "only one side
of the equation".

"We must always think and think very hard and | ook at both sides of the
argunment (to find a solution)."

On lragq, Dr Mahathir said no one had the right to invade the country
sinmply because they did not |ike Saddam Hussein. He said the invasion of
Iraqg had nothing to do with weapons of mass destruction (WD) but nore
wi th American donestic politics and Iraqi oil.

"As we all know, Bush never really won the election. So it was necessary
to become popular. He was very popular after 9/11.

"So after Afghanistan, it had to be Irag. He knew very well there were
no WWD. It is quite obvious they (Anericans) were not telling the truth.™”

He al so spoke on veto power and pernmanent nenbership in the UN Security
Counci | .

"It is obvious there are sone countries, the US in particular, which are
prepared to ignore conpletely the UN, which neans whether people have veto
power or not, it will be irrelevant."”

He said the veto power was totally undenocratic and that nobody shoul d
have it.

"You can have permanent nenbers wi thout veto powers. And pernmanent
menbers should represent different groups of countries rather than the



peopl e who won the | ast war.

"So, if we (Western countries) insist that every country should be
denocratic, we should insist that the UN should al so be denocratic and the
per manent nenbership to the Security Council abolished."

On the nuclear threat from North Korea, Dr Mahathir said only a nad
| eader woul d use such weapons to attack another nation. He said North
Korea would be pulverised as the superpowers would surely retaliate. A
nation built nuclear capabilities mainly to protect itself.

"For exanple, if Iran were to have a nucl ear weapon, against whomis it
going to be used? The apparent eneny is the US. But if Iran tries to use
it, it will be totally destroyed because the US is so very strong and so
full of nuclear weapons.”

He said if one were to treat a country as an eneny, it naturally would
prepare its defences.

"So, if you look at it fromthe North Korean side, they too live in
fear."

The reason for this, he said, is they know they will suffer the sane
fate as Ilraq if they are deened to have done sonething w ong.

Cor bachev, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990, said the war on
Irag was a major political nistake. He said when he was president of
Russia during the Gulf War, he had initiated perestroika (inproved
relations) with the US

"W even supported the US in its fight against Iraq then, as lraqg had
i nvaded a sovereign nation and it should be punished."

Gor bachev was also of the view that the five permanent nenbers on the UN
Security Council should not be allowed to nonopolise the veto power.

"The UN nust be reformed. | feel countries like India, Brazil or even
those from African nations could be candidates (to have veto powers)."

Kennet h Qui nones, who was the first US diplomat to visit North Korea and
nmeet its leader Kim Il Sung, concurred with Dr Mahathir on Bush's
political agenda.

"Since August in the US, nore than half the people say they will not
vote for Bush as they have realised his mstakes," he said.

He described Bush as an "arrogant and inpatient |eader" who could not
accept criticismof US policies.

Jiang Mngjun, the Chinese representative and chairman of the d oba
Conpact Centre for UN Programme said denocracy should not be based on the
standards of one country.

He said al though China condemmed the invasion of Iraqg, it would
however, support its reconstruction.

Li ke Dr Mahathir, Jiang, who is al so vice-president of China Council of
Nort heastern Asia Econom ¢ Co-operation, said the US nust pull out its
troops fromlraq before reconstruction of the war-ravaged nati on began.

However, Japanese Government representative Tatsuo Arima and Kim
kyungwon, the forner South Korean anmbassador to the US, seened to support
US policies.

Bot h, graduates of Harvard University in the United States, said the war
on lrag was justified. They also said said US bases in the Far East were
necessary to neutralise threats from North Korea.

Arima, the former chief Cabinet Councillor for External Affairs in the
Prime Mnister's Ofice, said the US presence in the Far East was
necessary to naintain the bal ance of power in the region

Tat suo, however, commended Dr Mahathir for his |eadership and for
leading a nulti-racial Malaysia to what it is today.

The Korean felt that increasing the nunber of nenbers in the UN Security
Counci | woul d weaken the bel eaguered body.

"This is because there will be nmore countries with veto power. The five



nmenbers are the only ones who can initiate reforns and there is nothing we
can do," he said.

On the younger generation of South Koreans who want the Anerican
soldiers to leave their country, Kim said: "They did not see the Korean
war (of the early 50s). If not for the US, we would not be what we are
t oday. "

Kim said South Korea supported the US in Iraq as the Anericans had
hel ped South Koreans during their "darkest hour" (Korean War).

"For us to turn back when the US needs help is not good. W are indebted
to the US. "

Kim al so serves as president of the Seoul Forum for Internationa
Affairs, a private set-up concerned with Korea's foreign rel ations.

Dr Mahathir nmay have been the one who introduced the Look East Policy
two decades ago but the Japanese have, on the quiet, learnt a thing or two
from him

For only two days later, Japan said it would not be sending its troops
to lraq to join the US-led international forces.
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