25/ 04/ 2003
"3R thrives on hot topics

Raj a Syarafina
FOR a local programme to have | asted six seasons of 13 episodes each says
a lot - there nust be sonething about it to have kept audi ences
i nterested.

We are tal king about the youth progranme 3R, and the secret lies in the
i ssues that hosts Azah Yazmin Yusof, Low Ngai Yuen and |atest addition
Kartini Kamalul Arifin have highlighted in the past.

For the new season, even nore controversial topics will be presented
i ncludi ng an episode on sexually transnitted di seases.

Fol l owi ng the launch of 3R s sixth season, nenbers of the nedia and
sel ected youths were treated to the screening of the aforenentioned
epi sode at Mdvalley Meganall in Kuala Lunpur. Those present included 3R
executive producer Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir.

Always at the forefront of change, 3R now comes in a revanped fornmat.
Besi des the usual content, viewers will get to watch a seven-ninute drama
segnment on the issue to be highlighted at the start of each show Every

epi sode will see Azah, Yuen and Kartini role-playing to help nake the
i ssue nore realistic.
The producers feel that by having this segnent, the audience will be

nore confortable with that particular issue and relate to it.

3R producer Lina Tan adnits that one of the nain challenges is to get
past the censorship hurdle.

"W don't know what we cannot show. Therefore, we try to push the
envel ope in certain matters,” said Lina.

On censorship, Marina has this to say: "For us at 3R, we feel that
information is inportant and we know it is inmportant. Censorship is
sonething all of us here have to work through with the nenbers of the
Censorship Board. People feel vulnerable because of the |ack of
informati on and the television is a wonderful way of providing it."

The line-up of topics include |esbhianism and dying young. Wether they
get past the Censorship Board renmains to be seen

Come May 4, 3R will be on air every Sunday (7.30pm) over TV3. For Astro
subscribers, Season Six premieres on May 9, every Friday at 8pmon the Ria
channel
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