02/ 08/ 2003

Japan hel ped country to progress, says Dr Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Expressing confidence that Malaysia will remain a
good friend of Japan even after he steps down, the Prinme M nister hoped
t he Japanese Chanber of Commerce Mal aysia (Jactim would continue
assisting Malaysia to be attractive to investors.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad congratul ated and thanked Jactim for its
role in helping Malaysia's industrialisation process over the last 20
years.

Speaking at a dinner to celebrate Jactinms 20th year anniversary, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Ml aysia knows that nuch of its industrial devel opment has
been due to investnment by Japanese manufacturers.

"When many devel oped countries were doubtful whether Ml aysians could
work in factories, it was the Japanese investors who cane forward and
proved that Ml aysians were as good as the Japanese in factory work."

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had tried to enulate the Japanese industria
policy through its Look East Policy as it was notivated by the brilliant
rise of Japanese industry, from the devastation of Wrld War I1I.

"Mal aysia is thankful for the quick response from Japan in answering our
needs in naki ng the change from bei ng agriculture-based to
i ndustrialisation.”

Messages from Japanese Prine Mnister Junichiro Koizum and former Prine
M ni ster Yasuhiro Nakasone were also read during the dinner.

In his speech read by Senior Vice-Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Japan
Tet suro Yano, Koizum congratulated Jactimfor its efforts to strengthen
Mal aysi a- Japan bil ateral ties.

Jactim president Tan Sri Dr Kazumasa Suzuki presented RMLOO, 000 from
Jactim Foundation to Bakti (Association of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy
M ni sters) president Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mhd Ali.
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