14/ 02/ 2003

Join peace rally, H shammuddi n urges peopl e

KUALA LUWPUR, Thurs. - The people were urged today to join the peace rally
at the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil on Feb 23, which will be attended
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddin Hussein said the rally
woul d be aired live over television, which he hoped would be viewed by
foreign | eaders who woul d be here for the Non-Aligned Movenment Sumnmit.

Hi shammuddi n al so wel coned the participation of CQpposition parties in
efforts to oppose US intention to wage war on I|raq.

"I heard Pas is going to organise a denonstration in front of the US
Enbassy tomorrow. As long as the objectives are the sane, we have no
problem with that," he said.

He added that the Ml aysians for Peace signature canpaign and the rally
were not political activities.

H shamuddin, who is the patron of the Ml aysians for Peace programe,
was speaking after chairing the co-ordinating conmttee neeting here
t oday.

Apart fromrepresentatives fromthe vari ous non-gover nnent al
organi sations, the neeting at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre was al so
attended by Wonen and Fanily Devel opnent M nister Datuk Shahrizat Abdul
Jalil and Housing and Local Government M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting.

The Mal aysi ans for Peace sighature canpaign is being jointly conducted
by the 4B Youth Association and the Ml aysian Association of Youth C ubs
( MAYC) .

H shamuddin said to date, some 800,000 signatures had been submitted to
4B Yout h.

"I am sure we have surpassed the one million mark, but some of the
organi sers have not subnitted their collection to the 4B Youth."

Hi shammuddi n remi nded those involved in the collection of signatures to
hand t he signatures over to the 4B Youth Association so that the event
could go on record by Saturday.

He said nore than 1,100 NGOs were involved in the canpaign.
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