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Jolly good tine for a worthy cause

P. C. Shivadas

IT had all the nakings of a straight-laced occasion. The invitation had
stated the dress code as black tie/dark lounge suit for what was to be the
Mal aysi an Liver Foundation's tribute to its patron - none other than Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

But, as it turned out, it was a relaxed affair, credit going to Datuk Dr
Ismail Merican, president of the foundation, and the Prine M nister.

Dr Ismail, the deputy director-general of Health, set the ball rolling
in his opening address when, having paid glowing tribute to Dr Mahathir
for being the catalyst in the setting up of the foundati on, added personal
not es.

He said he had had sl eepless nights, the heart had sunk and liver shrunk
when he was told the Prine Mnister could not make the dinner on Aug 13 on
account of an official visit to the Ukraine.

But thanks to the intervention of one of the foundation's trustees to
whom he affectionately referred as "kakak" (elder sister) or Datuk Paduka
Dr Sal eha Mohd Ali, the Aug 23 date was nade possible and his |iver
“resuned its normal size".

He spoke also of his friends suggesting he would have an easy win as a
candidate in the elections given his recent high nedia profile during the
SARS crisis. Lest he was taken seriously, he was quick to add he was
j oki ng.

But if he expected to be let off the hook, he was m staken. Dr Mahathir
took the cue when he spoke, offering him a candi dacy provided he could
guarantee a win in Kelantan agai nst Pas | eader Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk
Mat .

Speaking off the cuff, the Prine Mnister started by saying that he was
a "disqualified doctor" as he had stopped practice; tines and technol ogy
had changed and he would be "totally lost" if he goes back to mnedicine.

But he renenbered the nonent years ago when he diagnosed his brother-in-
law as having liver cancer just by feeling the abdomen. There was nothing
he could do then but, today, there was sone hope with surgery to renove
the tunour.

To the delight of the crowd, he said he had the capacity to bluff his
way, “"that's how | got here" and on a serious note he spoke of the good
the liver foundation could do for people who could ill afford treatnent.

He had sone advice. "Don't drink but, if you do, eat well." Al that
br oke whatever ice there was.

Generous Mal aysi ans, he was sure, would keep the foundation going. There
were 150 tables (ranging from RVb, 000 to RMbO, 000) sold that night at the
di nner in Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel.

A cheque presentation saw RW50,000 conming from the dinner host, Tan Sri
Dr Jeffrey Cheah of Sunway G oup, and three others of RMLOO, 000 each from
Yayasan Enkay, Leading Feature Sdn Bhd and Kunpul an Liziz Sdn Bhd.

Before dinner, a video presentation on the Prine Mnister with narration
by Dr Ismail captured the attention of those present.

It went back to 1994 when the idea for a liver institute was nooted by
Mahathir in his office during a courtesy call by two reputable surgeons
and Ismail followi ng the opening of the Asia Pacific Association for the
Study of the Liver (APASL).

Dr Mahathir had asked when the Mnistry of Health was going to set up
the liver institute. "Are you going to wait for nme to have liver problens



bef ore doing so?"

He was alluding to the National Heart Institute which was set up after
he had undergone a coronary by-pass at Kuala Lunpur Hospital

Nervous though he was at the tinme, Dr Ismail, then Deputy Director-
Ceneral of Health, said he was inspired to get cracking. The M.F was
registered in 1996 and in 1997 Dr Mhathir officially launched the
f oundati on.

In 2001, the hepatology and hepatobiliary teams nmoved into the ultra
nodern Sel ayang Hospital. It now had the country's first nol ecul ar
research | aboratory for |iver diseases and H V testing.

The foundation was now working with the Health Mnistry to set up the
Liver Registry and fornulate policies for prevention and treatnent of
liver diseases.

Focusing on the nman hinself, Dr Ismail said the Prinme Mnister had
enduring qualities. Being an attentive listener during presentations was
one he could personally attest to.

The man had a good sense of hunmour which sonetinmes couched salient
observations that merited serious exploration and he was always exhorting
Mal aysi ans to be self-reliant while he hinself exuded energy, enthusiasm
resilience and capacity for hard work.

"Dr Mis without doubt a |eader who knows his way, goes the way and
shows the way. And he did all this, his way," said Dr Ismail who later
took to the stage to render the song My Way as a special dedication to the
man he admired greatly.

All in all it was an evening of good food, entertainment and pl easant
conpany and nmany an autograph hunter was obligingly accombdated by the
Prime Mnister at his table.

Local entertainers Sharizan and Wan Nora were joined by Johnny Tillotson
on stage. The Anerican singer, 64, sang his favourites, which were also
hits in Malaysia in the 60s and showed he had not lost his voice or touch.

This was his seventh appearance in the country he enjoyed visiting and
whi ch held surprises every tine he did so

He paid his own tribute to the Prime Mnister referring to him as
Prime Mnister" many tines.

But, perhaps, his biggest tribute was when he continued singing even at
around midnight after nost of the people, including the Prime Mnister and
his entourage, had left.

"I was singing for the liver foundation," said the crooner of such
yesteryear hits as Dreany Eyes, Judy, Judy, It Keeps Right On A Hurtin and
W't hout You.

He had delayed his departure to accommbdate the postponed dinner.

"But we didn't mnd as we had extra tinme to see and do things we could
not have done otherwi se," said Cary Parks, the lead guitarist and mnusical
di rector who acconpanied Tillotson on this trip.

Local back-up singers, keyboardist, base guitarist and drunmmer provided
the nusical accompaninment in a performance at a "special charity fee"

Popul ar TV and radi o presenter Gary Thanasan was his usual nasterful
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