09/ 10/ 2003

Journalists in stitches over PMs comments on Arnie's win

PRIME Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's coments on Hol | ywood
superstar Arnold Schwarzenegger who won the Californian gubernatorial race
had the nedia in stitches.

When asked by a foreign journalist about Schwarzenegger's victory, Dr
Mahat hir said he was a deserving candi date although he nmay have been
m schi evous during his younger days.

"Soneti nes people behave badly in the past. People do not grow up
thinking that "I am going to be the Governor and therefore | nust deny
nyself all the pleasures of life'," he said as reporters attending Dr
Mahathir's Press conference at the end of the Ninth Asean Summit, broke
into |aughter.

He added that anyone who stood for elections, including the nenbers of
the Press, risk having skeletons in their cupboards exposed during the
canpai gn.

To a question from a Philippines reporter whether he had a hand in
President doria Macapagal Arroyo's decision to run for presidency in the
forthcom ng election, Dr Mahathir said he had nothing to do with it

Asked whet her Arroyo's decision would be better for Asean, he said
"maybe it woul d".

He also said Malaysia needs to work closely with nei ghbouring countries
to tighten security in order to prevent a recurrence of kidnappings |ike
the one in Sabah on Monday.

"It nerely indicates that we need to tighten our security,” and added
that many people outside the region did not know how big Southeast Asia
was. They thought that if sonmething bad happened in one spot in Southeast
Asia, the whole region would becomre an unsafe place, he said
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