01/ 09/ 2003
Tam | Press focuses on Dr Ms Merdeka nessage

Bal an Mbses; Ranl an Said; Lim Chee Wi
BOTH Tami | Nesan and Mal aysia Nanban dazzled with their National Day
coverage yesterday, with their front-page play of the nessage from Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad conplenenting the National Day suppl enents.

The Prime Mnister, sending out a strong 46th anniversary nessage,
advi sed Mal aysians to work hard to continue enjoying the prosperity which
God had bl essed the nation with for the past four decades.

Tam | Nesan led off its lead story with Dr Mahathir's advice that
Mal aysi ans, especially Bum puteras, should also be patient, disciplined
and sel fless to achi eve success.

Mal aysi a Nanban quoted the Prine Mnister as attributing the devel opnent
the country has achieved to the hard work of all Mal aysians.

It also highlighted the fact that Dr Mahathir's speech was |onger than
usual .

The suppl enents carried stories about the independence struggle and
profiles of |eading personalities associated with the event.

Mal aysi a Nanban featured distinguished journalist and linguist, the late
K. Sarangapani, and his role in the devel opnent of the Tanmil |anguage and
culture in Ml aysi a.

It also carried several thought-provoking articles on the neaning of
i ndependence.

Tami| Nesan carried a pictorial spread on page one of its suppl ement
depi cting various aspects of Ml aysian culture.

Both al so featured Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi on their front pages, with his statenent that the Government woul d
nip the problem of gangsterismin schools in the bud.
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