28/ 04/ 2003

Kanpung Paya picked as site for Pulau Tioman's new airport

ROWPI N, Sun. - Kanmpung Paya in Pulau Tioman will be the site for the
island's new RML50 million airport which will enable bigger and nore
aircraft to land .

The airport on the island | ocated at Kanmpung Tekek will cease to
operate.

Second Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Jamaludin Jarjis said the new airport
woul d al so be the new growmh centre on the popular island resort which is
descri bed as one of the 10 nost beautiful islands in the world.

"The airport in Kampung Tekek has to be replaced as it is notsuitable to
be upgraded.

"Each tinme the planes take off and land there is an el enment of danger as
the aircraft are forced to pass the foothills at the end of the runway,"
he said.

"This is why we decided to nove the airport to Kanmpung Paya which is
nmore suitable and safe,” Jamal udin said.

He said the construction of the new airport would not destroy the
environnent, especially the corals.

The new aiport will have a unique feature as its 2,000-netre |ong and
45-metre wide runway will be built on the sea.

O her upgradi ng works include the construction of new arrival and
departure halls, VIP waiting roons, a 200-netre |ong taxiway and a parKking
apron.

Al'l structures, apart fromthe runway, will be built on the island.

"An Environnental |npact Assessnment would be conducted before the
project starts," Janmal udin said.

Jamal udin, who is also the Rompin MP and deputy Umo Ronpin chief, was
speaking to reporters after an Umo del egates' neeting which was opened by
Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid Ohman, the Religious Adviser to Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today.

Al so present were Ronpin Umo chief Datuk Hasan Arifin, state
assenbl ynmen fromthe district and Umo | eaders and members.

On the status of the existing airport, Janmaludin said the construction
of a shoppi ng conpl ex was anong projects planned.

Berjaya Air operates daily flights to Tioman from the Sultan Sal ahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang, using the 48-seater De Havilland Dash-7
aircraft.

The new airport can accommbdate the Boeing 737 which can carry about 143
passengers.

The entire project will take about 21 nonths and the contract has been
awarded to engineering and construction conpany Gadang Hol di ngs Bhd.

Wth the upgrading, the Government is confident that tourist arrivals to
the island resort will increase
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