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kedah to get assenbly hall for Ml ays

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Dewan Perhi npunan Mel ayu Kedah (DPMK) plans to build
an eight-storey office building-cummultipurpose hall in Alor Star with
t he objective of uniting the Ml ays.

The ground-breaki ng ceremony is scheduled for July and the RMLO million
building is expected to be conpleted by the end of next year.

DPMK president Tan Sri Khalid Abdullah said this would be the first
assenbly hall to be built for the Malays in the State.

"The Chinese community has 20 assenbly halls in Kedah while the Indians
have one.

"Unfortunately, the Malays have none. That is why we have decided to
build one," he said after the launch of the building fund by Enpl oyees
Provi dent Fund chairman Tan Sri Abdul Halim Ali at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre today.

Halim who is from Kedah, launched the fund in his capacity as forner
Chi ef Secretary to the Governnent.

Al t hough the DPMK was established in 1996, Khalid said it was only now
that its vision of having a building was beconing a reality.

"The land, costing some RM2 million, was donated by Tan Sri Syed Mokhtar
Al - Bukhary of Yayasan Al -Bukhary while the steel structures for the
construction of the building, also about RM2 nillion, were donated by Mju
Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd," he said.

Khalid said about RVMb.5 million was needed to conplete the project,
whi ch woul d be obtained through donations from corporate |eaders, the
private sector, individuals and wel|l-w shers.

DPMK plans to rent out the ground and nmezzanine floor to the banking and
financial sector.

Khalid said the nultipurpose hall, which would be able to acconmpbdate
nore than 1,000 people, would be used for educational, cultural, econonic
and social programmes and training activities besides neetings and
gat heri ngs.

DPMK has about 110 nenbers conprising professionals such as doctors,
| awyers, engi neers and academ ci ans.

It also has representatives from organi sations and associ ati ons.

Earlier at the launch, Halim said he hoped the Malays in Kedah woul d
donate to the project which would becone a |andnark of Mal ay achi evenent.

He added that the project would have a significance especially with two
prime mnisters comng from Kedah - Tengku Abdul Rahrman and Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r  Mohamad.

At the launch, a representative of Syed Mdkhtar from Yayasan Al -Bukhary,
Ismail Yusof, presented the land grant to Halim while Mju Hol di ngs
managi ng director Datuk Abu Talib Mbhanmad presented the pledge to donate
the steel structures.

The executive chairman of EUPE Corporation Berhad, Datuk Tajudin Hashim
and executive chairman of Julong Sdn Bhd, Ahnmad Nawar Rejab, donated
RMBO, 000 each to the fund.

The fund now stands at RM230, 000.
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