07/ 04/ 2003
Khal i d: Yes to Cabinet directive

S. Sel vam

MALAYSI AN Arat eur Athletics Union (MAAU) president Datuk Khalid Yunus
yesterday joined the growing call for a Cabinet directive to deploy nore
mnistries to help arrest the general decline in the standard of Ml aysi an

sport.
Khalid, who is also the deputy minister for Entrepreneur Devel oprment,
believes only a Cabinet directive will pronpt the Education, Defence,

Housi ng and Local Governnent mnistries, to play their part in the devel op
ment of sports.

But he suggested that the Sports Mnistry should be the main conponent
in the equation, and it should outline specific responsibilities for the
other ministries concerned to enable a nore coordinated effort to devel op
sports.

The call for a Cabinet directive was nmooted by O ynpic Council of
Mal aysi a president Tunku Inran Tuanku Ja'afar in a Nasi Bungkus dial ogue
session with The New Straits Tinmes | ast Thursday.

"I't may be his (Tunku Inran) personal view, but the proposal has ny
support,"” said Khalid when contacted in Bahau yesterday.

"Sports has beconme conplex and sophisticated and everybody has to
contribute. And as long as we don't have an integrated approach to devel op
sports, it is going to be difficult.

"It is difficult for outsiders to intervene in the policies of other
mnistries or agencies. But if it is a Cabinet directive, there will be
greater awareness and a nore concerted effort."

Tunku Inran believes that if Ml aysia considers sports as a serious
busi ness, then it is inperative for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad or his Cabinet to issue a directive to all the relevant nministries
to accept it as part of their nandate.

"As far as athletics is concerned, a Cabinet directive wil also ensure
nore effort is put in to revive the MAKSAK (Ml aysi an Government Servants
Wel fare and Sports Council) athletics neet," added Khalid.

"It used to be one of the premier athletics conpetitions in the country
and many talented athletes were identified through this chanpi onshi ps.

"And the directive can be the catalyst to get the neet going again.”

But to ensure a coordinated effort, Khalid urged the Sports Mnistry to
draw up guidelines on the responsibilities that each mnistry can
undertake as part of its efforts.

"For instance, if it is the Defence Mnistry, there is the Armed Forces
and they have trenmendous potential, and | believe it is not only in
athletics.

"As for the Housing and Local Covernnent Mnistry, facilities is one
area they can help. Then you have the Royal Ml aysian Police, Fire
Services and nany other uniformunits that can form strong teans in
various sports."

Khalid also urged the relevant local nunicipalities to get into the act
as well as there are many districts in the country which have soccer
fields, but don't have proper running tracks.

"Everybody says you nust go back to the grassroots, but how do we get
them to be involved when there aren't enough facilities for it
(athletics)," asked Khalid.

"Maybe it is tinme to ensure every district has a proper running track.
In fact, at this point in time, a nmgjority of the districts still hold



their athletics chanpi onships on grass tracks.

"A Cabinet directive will show the people that the Covernnent is
noti vated and encouragi ng sports, and hopefully this will spur nore youth
to take up sports and formsport clubs as well."

And Khalid, a nenber of the Cabinet hinself, is hoping for that
directive to happen.
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