12/ 02/ 2003
KL Convention Centre | aunched

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Kual a Lunpur Convention Centre, |aunched by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad today, is expected to host
its first event in 2005.

It is set to be another distinct landnmark in the city with facilities
designed to attract international and regional conventions, exhibitions,
sporting events and private functions.

Dr Mahathir said the centre, on a 28,347 square netre site within Kuala
Lunpur City Centre, would also feature a wal k-through aquarium call ed
Aquar i a@LCC.

It is expected to further boost KL's stature as a well-planned and well -
equi pped nodern city.

Dr Mahathir said the centre will help the Kuala Lunmpur City Centre
fulfil the needs of a cosnopolitan city.

"We are now a very well developed city capital. It (the centre) is mnuch
needed for a city the size of Kuala Lunpur.
"It is difficult at times to secure a venue for functions ...all venues

are sonetinmes fully occupi ed and people have their events del ayed because
there is no suitable place," he said at the launch of the centre at the
Mandarin Oriental Kuala Lunpur.

"The convention centre will help ensure there are nore places to hold
soci al and official events. W need it to cater to the demand from both
the local and foreign nmarkets. W would also like to play host to nore
i nternational gatherings,"” he said.

The convention centre is owned by Kuala Lunmpur Convention Centre Sdn
Bhd, a whol | y-owned subsidiary of KLCC (Hol di ngs) Bhd

Dr Mahathir said the convention centre would also help contribute
towards the enhancenment of the city's architecture.

The Prinme M nister added, however, that there should be anple
facilities, |ike parking spaces, for the |arge crowds expected at KLCC
when the centre opens.

"By the tine it is conpleted, the econony would have fully recovered
...the convention centre will be hosting many gatherings. This is our
hope, of course, and we have to | ook at our internal strengths to overcone
the problens posed by declining economes of the world

"But despite all the uncertainties, | feel certain of the success of the
convention centre."

At a Press conference later, Dr Mhathir was asked whether there would
be a glut of convention centres in Kuala Lumpur when the Kual a Lunpur
Convention Centre opened its doors.

He said this would not be so as there was an increasing demand for
pl aces to hold functions.

"Kuala Lunpur is growing. It is difficult to find places to hold
functions. In those days, people largely held their weddings at home, but
now they have it in hotels. So all this is very necessary."

Kual a Lunpur Convention Centre Sdn Bhd chairman Tan Sri Mhd Hassan
Marican said the convention centre would be a najor activity generator
conmpl emrenting the rest of the KLCC devel opnent.

The convention centre, together with the existing Mandarin Orienta
Kual a Lunpur and the shopping and entertainnment facilities at the Suria
KLCC conpl ex provide an integrated precinct that can cater to the needs of
international and |ocal convention and exhibition centre del egates.



"The centre will comprise 110,000 sq ft of columless exhibition space,
a 3,000-seat plenary hall, a 500-seat theatre, a grand ballroom which can
acconmodate up to 2,500 people, a banquet hall, and conference and neeting
roons which can cater for conferences, weddings and other events.

"There is retail space for food outlets, famly restaurants, cafes and
travel agencies. The centre will also be equipped with wireless,
tel ecomuni cation and digital audiovisual facilities with a satellite link
to cater for offsite presenters.”

He said the project would be ready for a soft opening by the end of 2004
and host its first international event in May 2005.

"A 600-room convention hotel will also be built within the complex. The
ot her exciting feature of the convention centre will be a wal k-through
aquarium with nore than 3,000 tropical narine species.

"To be called Aquari a@LCC, this aquariumw || be owned and operated by
New Zeal and- based Aquawal k I nternational Limted. Aquaria@LCC will
pronote education and entertainment through interaction with the
envi ronnent . "

According to Hassan, the convention centre would have architectural
features inspired by traditional Ml aysian architecture.

"Its futuristic features are in line with the centre's ai m of
establishing itself as a new benchmark for convention and exhibition
venues in the country."
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