15/ 07/ 2003
Kuchrma deeply honoured by Dr Mahathir's visit to Ukraine

Syed Nadzri

PRESI DENT Leonid D. Kuchma of Ukraine yesterday described Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's visit to his republic as a very crucial one as he had
heard so nany things in the past about the Prine Mnister and Malaysia's
success story.

"I am deeply honoured by this visit. We have been watching Ml aysia very
closely, especially its long hard road towards econom c devel opnent and
its success in overconing the Asian financial crisis,"” Kuchma said at a
joint Press conference after an official welcomng reception for Dr
Mahat hir, who is on a four-day state visit.

A 90-m nute del egation neeting was also held shortly after the red-
carpet wel conme at Mariinsky Pal ace.

Mnisters in Dr Mahathir's entourage are Datuk Seri Najib Razak
(Defence), Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar (Foreign), Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng
Yaik (Primary Industries) and Tan Sri Misa Mhamad (Education).

Al t hough no specific agreenents were signed, both |eaders expressed
great confidence in the two countries exploring the huge potentia
available, citing areas where a synergy could be forned, such as Ukraine's
defence and aviation industries, to conplement Mlaysia' s high-technol ogy
and information technology industries and raw materi al s.

Kuchrma said WUkraine's interest in strengthening ties was quite clear
because Mal aysia was an influential player in the region besides hol ding
t he chai rmanship of the Non-Aligned Myvenent.

The | eaders al so agreed to work towards inproving the novenent of people
between the two countries by relaxing visa requirenents. Ml aysia is also
finalising efforts to set up an enbassy in Kiev to reciprocate Wkraine's
m ssion in Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had a lot to learn fromthe Ukrainians in
def ence technol ogy and was studying the possibility of sourcing sone
mlitary products fromthe republic.

He also said he was grateful to Wkraine for admtting about 500
Mal aysi an students to its universities, especially those taking up
medi ci ne.

"Mal aysia al so accepts many foreign students in its institutions of
hi gher learning and we are happy to receive Wkrainians, too," he added

The Prine Mnister said being a trading nation, Mlaysia was always
| ooking for new partners. In Wkraine, he said he saw great prospects for
its ports to be a hub for the distribution of Ml aysian goods and vice-
versa.

On the bal ance of trade which is now in favour of Ukraine, Dr Mahathir
expressed confidence the situation could be overcome if "we work harder
especially in getting our palmoil here"”

Dr Mahathir later visited the Antonov aircraft plant near Kiev to view a
static display of planes nmanufactured by the world fanpus aviation
conpany.

Antonov's main activity is the design and devel opnent of cargo and
passenger aircraft.

One of its products is the An-225 Miya, the world's largest aircraft
with a payl oad capacity of 250 tonnes.

The Prime Mnister was |ater interviewed by Ukrainian Nationa
Tel evi si on.

At the official dinner hosted by Kuchma at Mariinsky Palace |ast night,



Dr Mahathir paid tribute to the econonic advances achi eved by Ukraine
since it enbraced a denocratic free market system

"My visit here today is a testanent to the strength of our relationship
characterised by warnth and friendship since diplomatic ties were
established in 1991," he said.
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