13/ 02/ 2003
Lab for multinedia apps (HL)

Sharifah Kasim

MULTI MEDI A Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) will be investing sonme RMb
mllion to set up a laboratory for creative nultinmedia applications in
Cyberj aya.

The new facility, called Creative Miultinedia Lab, will form a conponent
of the Creative Applications and Devel opnment Centre (CADC) | aunched
recently.

Wrk on the laboratory is expected to begin next month and will be
conpleted in June, according to Kam| Ohman, vice president of MXC s
corporate affairs, marketing and creative nultinedia

He said MDC has conpleted a technical evaluation in choosing the vendor
to build the Iab.

"We are looking for a partner who can provide us with a long-term
col l aboration in terns of technology transfer,” he told Conputinmes in
Cyberjaya | ast week.

According to Kamil, the Creative Miultinedia Lab will form another key
conponent of the CADC, which is currently equipped with state-of-the-art
virtual reality and high-performance conputing centres.

MDC has so far spent about RM21 nmillion on these centres, which is based
on Silicon Graphics Inc's technol ogy.

He said the lab will provide facilities in the devel opment of creative
mul ti medi a applications, where output can be viewed or tested at the
virtual reality centre, adding that both facilities will |everage on the

computi ng power of the CADC s high-performance conmputing facilities.

The Creative Miltinedia Lab, he said, serves to conplenent and conplete
CADC s offerings to catalyse the creation of nultinmedia content in the
country.

Wth a scheduled conpletion in June, Kam| said, the lab will have anple
time to attract potential users before the next International Advisory
Panel (1 AP) for the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) in Septenber.

He said apart from showcasing facilities at the CADC, MDC will be
presenting works from several content devel opnent initiatives during the
| AP meeti ng.

One such work is the ancient Malacca project, or a nmultimedia
presentation of ancient Ml acca based on historical facts.

The idea to create the project was nooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, to serve as a showpi ece of Ml aysian cultural
heritage, said Kaml.

MDC has awarded the ancient Malacca project, which costs about
RMB0OO, 000, to an MSC-status conpany called Decimal Point Sdn Bhd, he said.

The project, he said, is an initiative by MDC to finance seed projects
inits efforts to catal yse devel opnent of |ocal creative nultinedia
content.

"Seed projects are neant to start the ball rolling for other |ocal
devel opers to produce nultinmedia content," he said.

Fi nancing for these projects is sourced from part of allocation for MXC
under the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an.

Quoti ng another seed project - a virtual personality-cumhost called
Aida Maya - Kamil said such initiatives could pave the way for |oca
animators to enter the gl obal market.

"We are also collaborating with the Medical Faculty of Universit
Mal aya, financed by the Intensification of Research in Priority Areas



grant, on a nedical research based on our virtual reality and super
computing facilities," he added.
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