25/ 08/ 2003

Lack of drivers for Merdeka M| enni um Endurance race

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Illegal racing in the city nmay soon be a thing of the
past with the increasing demand for drivers in racing events such as the
Merdeka M || enni um Endurance (MVE) race

Sepang International Circuit chairman (SIC) Datuk Mkhzani Mhathir said
the latest developnent in this year's MVE race, scheduled for Aug 30, was
the shortage of racing drivers.

He said although there was an increase in the nunber of teans entering
the race this year, nmany teans were unable to register due to the
unavail ability of drivers.

Speaki ng at the launch of the MVE Carnival at Menara KL here today, he
said: "This is good news as there will be a greater opportunity for young
raci ng ent husi asts to becone professional drivers.

"The MME has shown its potential for helping the SIC achieve its ob
jective of building a new notorsport culture anong Ml aysians.”

He said 100 teans had applied to enter the 12-hour endurance race but
only 92 had been registered.

He said the roaring start of 77 racing cars for the MME will also serve
as a perfect start to the National Day cel ebrati ons.

Kual a Lunpur Datuk Bandar Datuk Mohnmad Shaid Mohd Taufek, in his speech,
said the MVE, which is into its fourth edition this year, had becone
Mal aysi a' s bi ggest notorsport event, attracting international
partici pants.

"l understand the MVE has helped in the creation of nore racing teans,
especially fromthe Klang Valley. Through the educational progranmes and
various driving programmes by SIC and its partners, we hope to nmmke city
streets and hi ghways free of illegal racing."
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